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Dear General Cutler: 

There is enclosed, as of possible interest. 
Copy No* 9 of the monograph entitled "The Educational 
Program of the Communist Party, USA, Part I: Communist 
Front Schools* " 

" This monograph represents the first section 
of a general study of the educational apparatus of the 
Communist Party, USA* To achieve this indoctrination, 
the Communist Party utilises two forms of training 
schools, one being the so-called "Communist Front" 
school to which both Party members and nonmembers are 
admitted, and the other type offering specialised 
training for new members, teachers, cadres, etc*, for 
Communist Party members only* The present section deals 
with "Communist Front" schools* The second section, 
which will be forwarded at a later date, will deal 
entirely with schools operated by the educational 
apparatus of the Communist Party, USA, for its members 
only* 


Sincerely yours. 



DECLASSIFIED 
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INTRODUCTION 


The Communist conspiracy to create a world-wide Commu¬ 
nist society embraces many facets, one of the most important being the 
education of Communists and non-Communists in Marxist-Leninist theory. 

To that end, the Communist Party of the United States has created an ex¬ 
tensive educational program for its members, including specialized train¬ 
ing for new members, teachers, leadership or cadre schools, workers, 
Negroes, nationality groups, etc. For non-Communists, the Party oper¬ 
ates so-called "Communist Front" schools to which both Party members 
and nonmembers are admitted. Both types of training schools offer 
courses in Marxism-Leninism with the "front school" serving as a re¬ 
cruiting ground for Communist Party members. 

This document has been divided into two sections for the sake 
of clarity. The present section deals with "Communist Front" schools, 
and traces the development of these schools in the United States from the 
inception of the Communist Party, USA, in 1919, to the present time. The 
Jefferson School of Social Science in New York City, as the principal school 
of this type presently existing, is treated in detail. The second section will 
deal entirely with schools operated by the educational apparatus of the Com¬ 
munist Party, USA, for its members only. 
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MARXIST-LENINIST THEORETICAL PRINCIPLES ON EDUCATION 


One of the fundamental steps in the building of a world-wide 
Communist society is the education of Communist Party members and 
prospective members in the science of Marxism-Leninism. Prior to 
reaching an understanding of the importance attached to education by the 
Communists, it is necessary to consider briefly the theoretical princi¬ 
ples of the Communist movement. 

Communists believe that society is divided into two basic 
classes in capitalist society: the working class (the proletariat) and the 
ruling class (the bourgeoisie or capitalists). Stemming from the ever- 
continuing conflict between these two classes, those who own the means 
of production and those who have only their capacity for labor, there 
arises the basic Communist theory of the class struggle. Communists 
believe that this struggle has long been in progress, but that, with the 
proletariat under the leadership of the Communist Party, the struggle 
will result in revolution culminating in the abolition of the capitalist 
system and the emergence of Communism. 

The Communist Party regards itself as the vanguard of the 
working class, as the natural leader of the masses in their struggle to 
"overthrow the capitalist yoke." In this capacity it considers that it 










must maintain itself as a hard core of highly trained Marxist-Leninists 
"who will devote to the revolution not only their spare evenings, but the 
whole of their lives. " 

V. I. Lenin, Selected Works , Volume 2, p. 14. 

In order to develop such a highly trained group of Communists, 
particular stress must be placed upon their formal education in the theo¬ 
retical principles of Marxism-Leninism. While the thorough knowledge 
of this "science” is considered indispensable, it must be emphasized that, 
according to Communist doctrine, theory can never be divorced from 
action. Theoretical study must constantly be bound up with the daily activi¬ 
ties of the Party. 

"Genuine Leninist education cannot by any means 
be separated from the daily activities and the daily 
struggles of the Party. It must be organically con¬ 
nected with these struggles. No one can become a 
Leninist if he studies in a glass case." 

The Workers Monthly , Vol.IX, 

No. 1 (November, 1924), p. 36 

Earl Browder, while still General Secretary of the Communist 
Party, USA, spoke of the necessity of combining theory and practice when 
he stated: 

"Bolshevism is a science and to master it we must 
study it. Study is a necessity of our Party life. We 
have excellent cadres that have come to us out of the 
struggles that we organized and led, have been de¬ 
veloped by these struggles. In all the ordinary ques¬ 
tions of life these are far more practical and efficient 
than our ’old guard, * but they still lack something. 

They haven’t been equipped with that something beyond 
their own experience, with the tremendous treasury of 
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the experience of the entire world workingclass 
movement. That is what we must give them. When 
we give them that, we will have the force which will 
make the revolution in America and not before. M 

Earl Browder, Communism in 
the United States (N. Y.: 

International Publishers, 1935), p. 90. 

When speaking of the term, education, it is necessary from 

the Communist outlook to differentiate between so-called bourgeois" 

education and "Communist" education. The Communist, the monthly 

theoretical organ of the Communist Party, USA, in 1938 stated: 

TT The function of the bourgeois school system can 
be expressed very simply as being the training of 
efficient and docile wage slaves. In other words, 
the task of the public schools is the. ideological 
preparation for the perpetuation of capitalism. " 

Bichard Frank, "The Schools and 
the People’s Front, " The Communist, 
May 1937, p. 433. 

Thus Communists regard the capitalist school system as a device for the 
subjugation of the working class with power continuing to be in the hands 
of- the capitalists. On the other hand, M. I. Kalinin, chairman of the 
presidium of the Supreme Council of the U. S. S. R., until his death in 1946, 
stated the 


.. fundamental and chief task of Communist 
education is to render the maximum assistance 
in the class struggle we are waging. M 

M. I. Kalinin, On Communist 
Education (Moscow: Foreign 
Languages Publishing Co., 1950), 
p. 131. 

/ 
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When H. G. Wells interviewed Joseph Stalin in July, 1934, Stalin advised 
him that 


". .. education is a weapon the effect of which is 
determined by the hands which wield it, by who 
is to be struck down. Of course, the proletariat, 
socialism, needs highly educated people. " 

Joseph Stalin and H. G. Wells, 

Marxism vs. Liberalism , (NY: 
International Publishers, 1935), p. 19. 

Side by side with the necessity for. educating its own members 

• the Communist Party faces the task of educating the rest of the working 

class in Marxist-Leninist principles. In its role as a vanguard Party, 

the support and sympathy of the large masses is absolutely imperative 

for furthering the proletarian revolution. 

Avram Landy, writing in The Communist in 1938, 


remarked that 


"the entire work of the Party rests on the 
recognition that its own activity, far from being 
a substitute for the struggle of the masses, must 
help the masses in this struggle to learn from their 
own experiences, to draw tfienecessary conclusions 
from their own mistakes and to see the next steps 
required by the struggle. In this sense every single 
Communist, regardless of his specific task in the 
Party, must not only be an educator of the masses 
but must help equip the Party and himself to meet 
this responsibility. In this sense too, the entire 
work of the Party is educational and the educational 
work is the task of the entire Party." 

A. Landy, "Our Next Tasks in 
Party Education, " The Communist, 
Sept., 1938, p. 845^ 



4 










In order to provide the working class with a Marxist 

education, the Communist Party, USA, early in its history organized 

workers’ schools, first in New York City and later throughout the 

country. These schools offered courses in Marxist theory not only to 

members of the Communist Party but also to nonparty students, as 

opposed to the special training schools and classes to which only 

Communist Party members were admitted. Through these schools 

the Party hoped to recruit many new members to its cause. 

Today the Communist Party maintains its emphasis upon 

organized study of Marxist theory. In September,' 1953, the Party 

Voice , a bulletin issued by the New York State Communist Party, stated: 

"The problem of guaranteeing theory to our Party 
is one of the main tasks of the present period...» 

The aspect we wish to stress here, however, is 
the crucial one of study - - organized, systematic 
study. Without study, we cannot talk of theory. 

Engels told us long ago, -Socialism, having become 
a science, must be pursued as a science, that is, 
it must be studied. f " 


Party Voice , Volume One, 






HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF COMMUNIST- 
FRONT SCHOOLS IN THE UNITED STATES SINCE 1919 


Origin 

Since the origin of the Marxian movement in the United States, 
the question of education of the masses along Marxian lines has always 
been one of the most important objectives of the groups fostering this 
cause, particularly the Communist Party under, its various names since 
September, 1919. The leaders of this movement, both on a national and 
international scale, are well aware of the fact that the proletariat or 
working classes must be educated in this regard if the ultimate overthrow 
of our present "capitalistic” system of government is to be eventually 
accomplished. 

The Communist propaganda machine, of which the Communist 
schools are a part, is a well-organized and highly efficient apparatus. It 
consists of Communist news agencies, publishing houses, printing estab¬ 
lishments, wholesale literature houses, newspapers, schools, bookshops, 
etc. It is through this educational machine that the Communist Party is 
constantly feeding Marxism or present-day Communism to the masses 
and particularly the working or laboring classes. 


/C 




New York Workers School 


The first organized effort of the Communist Party in the 
educational field in this country made itself felt in 1923 in the form of 
the New York Workers School. This school was controlled by the Cen¬ 
tral Executive Committee of the Workers Party of America, which at 
that time was the name of the present Communist Party, USA. The 
stated purpose of this school was for the advancing of true proletarian 
education and for the training of workers for effective leadership in the 
American labor movement. 

The 1924 program of the Workers Party of America reflected 
in its educational section that 

.. the New York Party School, which is under 
direct supervision of the C. E. C., must be en¬ 
couraged and supported by every possible means 
in order that it may soon establish itself as a 
solid and permanent institution for the training 
of Party comrades in the New York District." 

The announcement of this school’s courses for the Spring term 

of 1925 reflected that the courses were designed to give workers that 

knowledge of revolutionary theory and tactics and labor history essential 

for militant activity in the struggle against capitalism. The 1926-1927 

announcement of courses stated that the school curriculum was based on 

the assumption that Marx, Engels and Lenin have given the proletariat a 









science of understanding, organization, and action which directs it along 
its march toward power and emancipation. It was reflected in the 1927- 
1928 announcement of courses that the workers school was more than a 
training school for active participation in the labor movement: it was a 
part of that movement supplying speakers for strike meetings and organ¬ 
izers for unorganized workers. It revealed that the student body and the 
school as an institution participated in such campaigns as n The Fight for 
Sacco and Vanzetti, " "Hands Off China," "The Passaic Relief, " etc. 

The 1928-1929 announcement of courses revealed that the 
school was becoming a national institution, giving rise to and directing 
other workers schools throughout the country. In a pamphlet issued by 
the Young Communist League of New York City, reference is made to the 
New York Workers School, which was founded in 1923. This reference is 
as follows: 

"The Workers School is a new type of educational 
center; it is a people’s university; it teaches Marx- 
ist-Leninist theory not made available in existing 
academic institutions." 

The announcement of courses for 1930-1931 reflected that the 
central purpose of the workers school was to supply the needs of the working 
class for a trained militant cadre of leaders for the growing mass struggles 
against capitalist rationalization and imperialist war preparations. 



This announcement also revealed that the lack of sufficient 
trained cadres was especially felt in the revolutionary unions and mass 
organizations. It pointed out that the workers school plays an increas¬ 
ingly important and indispensable role in the struggle of the Communist 
Party and the revolutionary mass organizations to bridge the gap between 
growing radicalization of the working classes and the organizational weak¬ 
nesses of the Party and revolutionary unions. .This same announcement 
reflected that a new feature of the school was to be the special training 
courses for functionaries of the Party and revolutionary unions. These 
courses were to afford an intensive training to active revolutionists in 
every field of class struggle activity. It requested that Party units, the 
Young Communist League and other workers* organizations send their 
active members on a scholarship basis to take these special training 
courses. 

In 1938, one Abraham Markoff was Director of the New York 
Workers School. During that year, he submitted a report concerning the New 
York Workers School to the Tenth National Convention of the Communist 
Party, USA, in which Be stated that the main task of the school remained 
to be fulfilled, i. e., that workers schools for the teaching of Marxism- 
Leninism be built and the existing ones strengthened. He pointed out that the 
tendency to compare workers schools with so-called nonpartisan labor colleges 






must be combated. He stated that these labor colleges have an impor¬ 
tant role to play but the Communist Party must have an instrument for 


the dissemination of the teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, 

especially at a time when the Communist Party was becoming more and 

more of a decisive factor in the progressive movement. 

Markoff died in 1939, and four years later the New York 

Workers School issued a eulogy under the authorship of Moissaye J. 

Olgin, on the anniversary of his death* Olgin remarked that under Markoff*s 

leadership, the New York Workers School had fulfilled a three-fold task: 

"... it equipped the more developed among the workers 
with the fundamental teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin 
and Stalin; it developed from the best of; the workers 
and intellectuals new Marxist-Leninist instructors; and 
it created that demand for Communist literature and for 
Communist explanations of events in America and the 
world over which stimulated Marxist-Leninist analysis 
and moved many authors, even in the universities and 
colleges, to pay serious attention to Marxism-Leninism. ” 

As a result of the success of the New York Workers School, 
similar schools were created in many of the larger cities throughout the 
country, including Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, Philadelphia, San Fran¬ 
cisco and Seattle. 

In the early part of 1941, a few of the workers schools as 
such went out of existence. In a few of the larger cities the schools con¬ 
tinued to operate. In most cases, however, these schools came out with 

certain changes in the form of labor schools. 
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Finances Of Schools 

The majority of these schools were incorporated under the laws 
of the state in which they existed. They ostensibly acted, not as a part of 
the Communist organization or the Communist movement, but as /f 

























































































independent organizations. The articles of incorporation and the 
financial statements of these schools failed to reflect any direct 
financial assistance from the Communist organization. 

The majority of the funds used in connection with the : mining of 
the schools were obtained from tuition fees. The remainder was made up 
from contri‘: ations, pledges and moneys that could be obtained from edu¬ 
cational foundations. As a general rule, these contributions and pledges 
were obtained during specific fund-raising campaigns. Some of these 
campaigns were held under the auspices of the schools themselves while 
on other occasions outside organizations, some of which were known to 
be Communist front organizations, carried on the campaign for the benefit 
of a particular school. Many of the schools allegedly received regular 
donations from individuals who were interested in the purpose of such 
schools and who were in a financial position to furnish sizeable donations 
for the carrying on of the school business. In other cases, various trade- 
union groups, fraternal organizations, etc’7 were reported to make 
regular donations to these schools in order that the same might be 
continued. As a general rule, the schools encountered considerable 
difficulties insofar as finances were concerned. 
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JEFFERSON SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 


Origin And Purpose, February, 1944 

The Jefferson School of Social Science was created in Febru¬ 
ary, 1944, ostensibly for the purpose of creating a new adult educational 
center which would provide education of a progressive character. Ac¬ 
cording to the Winter, 1944, catalogue, it was founded upon the idea that 

”.. .the school today must help people meet the 
changing situations of a changing world. Education 
is not alone the means for transmitting-the heritage 
of culture, of fact and information, of art and liter¬ 
ature, of science and philosophy; it is the means for 
equipping people with the tools of understanding and 
with the scientific method for cutting a clear path to 
international security and to economic, social and 
political democracy. To this end, the Jefferson 
School dedicates itself to the study of the contribu¬ 
tions made to the social science by the great pio¬ 
neers in democratic thought and the leaders of the 
popular and working-class movements in more 
recent times. 

’’The School believes that the strength and maturity 
of the labor movement will be a crucial factor in 
determining the substance of the world to come. A 
major function of its progranfwill be to foster the 
widest recognition of labor’s historic contribution 
toward the development of American democratic 
life.” “ 


’’The School proposes to include as part of its pro¬ 
gram public forums and institutes on problems of 
the day, concerts, art exhibits and theatre presen¬ 
tations. Its object will be to make the School a 
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focal point for the forward-looking educational and 
cultural life of the city, and to provide a meeting 
ground for the scientist, the writer, the dancer, 
the artist, the composer, and the peopled audience 
that seeks progressive ideas and new creative ef¬ 
forts. Tt 

.... .•••!•••! 

According :r:r 


The Jefferson School in reality was formed from a unification 
of the old New York Workers School and the School for Democracy which 
had opened in New York City during October, 1941. A prospectus of the 
School for Democracy indicated that it was set up to provide employment 
for certain teachers who were discharged from the New York school sys¬ 
tem after an intensive investigation by the New York Joint Legislative 
Committee to Investigate Procedures and Methods of Allotting State Moneys 
for Public School Purposes and Subversive Activities. This Committee 
was commonly known as the Rapp-Coudert Committee. Many of the teach¬ 
ers and officials of the above school were charged by the Rapp-Coudert 
Committee as either being members of the Communist Party or being 
sympathetic toward the Communist cause. 


NX 
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The above-mentioned prospectus of the School for Democracy 


stated: 


"The School for Democracy was born out of the 
fight to defend free education in New York against 
the attacks of the Rapp-Coudert Committee. It 
based itself on opposition to intolerance and bigotry, 
to witch hunts and book burnings. The School rap¬ 
idly drew to its faculty not only those teachers who 
had learned the meaning of democracy in the struggle 
to defend it in the schools and the colleges, but others 
who believed with them that the free school means 
free learning and free teaching." ' 

This school continued to exist as such until February, 1944. 


Organization, February, 1944 


1 According 

to the Daily Worker , east coast Communist newspaper, the new school was 
located at 575 Sixth Avenue, New York City, and was to open with a cur¬ 
riculum of seventy-five courses. The faculty was composed of more than 
sixty instructors and lecturers under the directorship of Dr. Howard 
Selsam, former head of the School for Democracy. The Organizing Com¬ 


mittee consisted of Professor Lyman R. Bradley, Frederick V. Field/5 






















































































A. A. Heller, Lewis Merrill, Professor Walter Rautenstrauch, Harry 
Sacher, Professor Margaret Schlauch, Professor Dirk J. Struik, Alex¬ 
ander Trachtenberg, and Dr. Max Yergan. 

Curricula--1944 

The curricula for the opening term, February to April, 1944, 
included some courses transferred,from the New York Workers School and 
the School for Democracy and also some new courses. The catalogue for this 
session was divided into two sections — "Night Courses" for adults, and 
"Day Courses" for children. In addition, a special seminar lasting ap¬ 
proximately eleven days was to be conducted on "The Jewish People in the 
War and in the Post-War World." 

The catalogue under Night Courses was subdivided by the fol¬ 
lowing topical breakdowns: 

(1) The World Today 

Seven classes on this subject such as "Amer¬ 
ican Foreign Policy — Past, Present and Future." 

(2) History 

Ten classes such as "The History of the U. S. S. R." 

(3) Economics and Politics 

Eight classes such as "Principles of Scientific 
Socialism - I" and "History of Political Thought." 
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(4) Labor and Trade-Unionism 

Six classes such as "World Trade Union Movements." 

(5) Science, Psychology, Anthropology 

Five classes such as "The Origin and Evolution of 
Life." 

(6) Philosophy 

Seven classes such as TT The Philosophy of Hegel and 
Marx," "Dialectical and Historical Materialism," 
and TT Religion and Society." *. 

(7) Literature, Music, The Arts 

Six classes such as "The Democratic Tradition in 
English Literature." 

(8) Workshop in the Arts 

Six classes such as "Workshop in Song Writing, " 
"Sculpture for Amateurs." 

(9) Writers' Workshop 

Seven classes such as "Workshop in Writing Chil¬ 
dren's Books" and "Workshop in Topical Sketch 
Writing." 

(10) Languages 

Seven classes such as "Russian-I," "Russian-31," 
"Russian-Ill." 

(11) Special Courses 

Three courses such as "Dressmaking Workshop-I, " e 
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Under Children's Courses, the three subjects listed included 


"Music for Children, " "Painting and Drawing for Children (7-12 years), " 
and "Children's Saturday Story Hour. " 

In addition to the regular night courses, which cost the 
students a fee of $6.00 per term, the school offered an Extension 
Division, a Trade-Union Division'instruction to selected union groups), 
and a full-time school (short-term morning and evening classes). 
According to the Jefferson Bulletin, a school publication, dated 
February 21, 1944, the Jefferson School had enrolled more than 3, 000 
students for its first term plus approximately 600 people in Extension 
and Trade-Union classes. In addition, the Bulletin -reflected that 
seventy-five individuals were expected to enroll in the Seminar on the 
Jewish people. 


Expansion Of School From 1944-1947 


During the years 1944, 1945, 1943 and 1947, the Jefferson 


School considerably expanded. Its curriculum became more diversified, 

the faculty was enlarged • • • •’.*::::;:;; •••• • •I.*:::::;;•••• • • *i A survey 

«*• ••••■•# #### *••••••#»*... ••••••# 

of registration for the school, made by the school staff in 1949, during 


the above years shows continuing growth: 


Year 

Total 

Fall Term 

1944 (Winter, Spring, 
Summer) 

5,559 

— 

1944-45 

10, 877 

3, 875 

1945-46 

13,751 

4,209 

1946-47 

14,406 

5,105 


ta 
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Annexes Operating In 1947 

By 1947 the school was operating seven annexes located in 
Brooklyn, Bronx and Queens. The September-December, 1947, catalogue 
of the Jefferson School reflected that courses taught at these annexes were 
the same in content as those taur t at the regular school. They were given 
for eight weeks in sessions of one^and one-half hours each for a fee of $4 
per course as contrasted to $7 for the parent school. The same catalogue 
also advertised its Trade-Union and Extension Division in the following 
maimer: 


’’The School will arrange lectures and classes for 
tradejinions to be held either at the School or in 
union headquarters. It will also plan lunch-hour 
shop-talks for factory and office workers. The 
services of the School are available to tradeunion 
educational directors for help and advice in devel¬ 
oping educational programs. 

’’Day or evening extension lectures and classes will 
be arranged for community groups to be held in club- 
rooms or homes. 

’’Classes offered to trade union_jand extension groups 
will be specially arranged" to fit the particular needs 
of each group, or they may be the same as courses 
given in the regular school curriculum. 

’’Single lectures, covering a wide range of topics, 
may also be arranged. 

’’Classes or lectures may be organized at any time. 
Direct inquiries to the Trade_Union and Extension 
Division. ” 
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The Annual Report of the Jefferson School for the school year 
1945-1946 reflects that 

"the Extension Division, which provides lecturers 
for organizations and community groups, showed a 
slight increase in its work over the preceding year. 

A total of 458 individual class sessions were thus 
given. Classes or lecture series were given in the 
Tom Paine School in New Rochelle, the Walt Whitman 
School in Newark, the. ^Philadelphia School of Art and 
Science and the Geoi-ge Washington Carver School; to 
about 17 clubs of the American Labor Party; to forums 
organized by Communist Party clubs, American Youth 
for Democracy and International Workers Order groups; 
to Karl Marx Societies in four local colleges; to a group 
of Negro girls from the South and to about 24 middle 
class miscellaneous groups...." . 

Summer Camps, 1947 

Arrowhead Lodge, Ellenville, New York 
Crystal Lake Lodge, Che s ter town, New York 

During 1947 the school operated two summer camps - Arrow¬ 
head Lodge at Ellenville, New York, and Crystal Lake Lodge in Chester- 
town, New York. The above-mentioned Annual Report contained the fol¬ 
lowing information relative to Arrowhead Lodge: 

T Tn the summer camp operated during the past three 
summers, the School has found a medium which meets 
two objectives. First, an addition to the School*s edu¬ 
cational program during the slow summer months; and 
second, a means of reducing the deficit which is in¬ 
curred in part because of a curtailment during the sum¬ 
mer of courses and activities at the School building. 

"During the past three summers, the School has been 
able to make arrangements with a summer hotel at' 
Ellenville, New York — the Arrowhead. The School 
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is responsible for securing the g 
directing the educational work, 
and general cultural activity,, 7 
ment supplies the usual summe: 
and, with the advice and assistar. 
employs and pays for the necessa: 
social director, athletic director, 


s and for 
tertainment 
el manage- 
:rt services 
the School, 
sonnel-- 
-icians, etc. 


T, The weekly charge to guests approximates the 
prevailing rates in the area for similar resort 
accommodations and runs from $42* 50 per week 
upward, with an average for most guests of $45 
or $47 0 50c The financial arrangements provide 
that the School receives 10% of the gross income 
for the summer, 


"About 125 guests are accommodated each week, 
with most guests staying for one-week periods. 

The total number of one-week guests rims to 
1, 250, The students at the regular city;School 
classes form the large portion of the summer 
camp guests, together with a sprinkling of people 
who are attracted to the camp by the general 
advertising and are not acquainted with the 
School and its program, 

"The social and athletic activities are planned 
and carried out by the guests. A social committee 
of volunteers, together with the social director, 
plans the Friday and Saturday night shows, which 
invariably include comments on "current political 
and economic events. The entertainment, besides 
its pertinent political orientation, serves as an 
excellent way of tying the group together and of 
establishing friendships important for a successful 
summer camp. 

"The educational program is planned as a series of 
short courses. Two courses are given each week, 
one of six and one of three lectures. Courses are 
planned so that each week one of the two courses is 
more directly political in content, the other more 
cultural. Lectures are given in the morning after 


✓ 
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breakfast and in the evening after dinner, and 
are attended by practically all the guests. The 
courses vary from week to week and are taught by 
regular school instructors sent up to the camp 
for a week. 

"Typical of the courses offered are the following: 

Contemporary Philosophy 
Highlights in the History of Religion 
Marxist Approach to History 
Lectures in Political Economy 
U. S. S. R. in World Affairs 
China Today 
Psychology and Politics 
Four Contemporary Composers 
Perspective for World Labor 
Heredity and.You. 

"In addition to the values implicit in the educational 
program itself, the camp serves as a way of bring¬ 
ing people to the School and its regular courses. 
Besides there is considerable student activity 
in the circulation of petitions, collections for 
various progressive causes, etc. Last summer, 
the guests helped to establish a picket line around 
a factory in the nearby town whose workers were 
on strike, and received the grateful thanks of the 
union local." 


School Library, 1947 

By the end of 1947 the school’s library had expanded 
from its original collection of 12 ,000 volumes to more than 
19,000. It reportedly had contact with other labor school libraries, 
several division chiefs at the New York Public Library, and the 
Library of Congress and had established an exchange relationship 
with the Marx Memorial Library in London. 
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Jefferson Bookshop, 1947 


On the first floor of the Jefferson School building was set 
up the Jefferson Bookshop. While it was under separate ownership 
and management, it functioned in the closest possible relation with 
the school and its needs. While the shop attracted some general 
public trade, it was essentially a school shop and students were 
its major clientele. It considers itself as a progressive bookshop 
and declined to handle books inimical to the trade-unions and the 
progressive movement generally. In November, 1945, the school 
in conjunction with the bookshop ran its first bookfair. The fair 
had two objectives: to sell books and to take advantage of the 
occasion to conduct a large-scale educational forum. The fr.ir 
reportedly was enough of a success to envision such events on an 
annual basis from then on. 

Friends Of The Jefferson School, September, 1946 

Throughout its entire history the Jefferson School has 

encountered financial difficulties. To help remedy this situation 

the school in September, 1946, set up "The Friends of the Jefferson 

School." This was created solely as a money-raising organization 

whose object was to attract individuals of wealth who would contribute 

money to the school and also individuals who were willing to under- 
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take money-raising activities on behalf of the. school. Additional 
income is received from tuition fees, lectures, the Jefferson Book¬ 
shop, the school’s annual dinner, summer camps, sustaining contri¬ 
butions and student collections. 


Institute Of Marxist studies. Origin, 1947 


In the Fall of 1947, the Jefferson School added a new 
feature to its curriculum known as the Institute of Marxist Studies. 
This was considered a very important addition, inasmuch as it was 
designed to afford a program for the systematic training of cadres 
in basic Marxism. No student was accepted for this Institute with¬ 
out recommendation by Communist Party officials plus an interview 
by Jefferson School officials. The Fall 1947 catalogue of the school 
introduced its new institute by saying: 

"The Institute of Marxist Studies is designed to 
serve the needs of students who wish to engage 
in systematic and continuous study of Marxism 
over a period of time. 

"During the first year of the Institute, from 
October 1947 to June 1948, 10 basic Marxist 
courses will be offered in an integrated series. 

The second year of the Institute devoted to study 
of a more advanced Marxist character, will 
be held from October 1948 to June 1949. 

"Admission to the Institute is open to those who 
have already taken ’Science of Society’ or its 
equivalent. Students will be accepted only after 
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an interview. Applications must be made no 
later than October 1. Interviews will be held 
on October 3 from 7:00 to 9:00 P.M. 

’’The following courses will be offered during the first year: 

What Is Philosophy?—Dr. Howard Selsam 
What Is History?—Benjamin Paskcff 
Principles of Marxism I—Harold Collins 
Principles of Marxism H—Harold Collins 
Principles of Marxism HI—Harold Collins 
Political Economy I—Albert Prago 
Political Economy H—Albert Prago 
Political Economy HI—Albert Prago 
Marxism and World Politics—David Goldway 
Marxism and American Labor—George Squier 

A certificate will be awarded to all students who have 
satisfactorily completed the year’s work. 

’’The Institute will meet regularly on Thursday evenings, 
from October 9 to June 17. There will be two classes 
each evening, from 7:00 to 8:30 P.M., and from 8:45 to 
10:15 P.M. 

’’The fee for the year will be $40.00, payable in advance, 
or m two installments, the second of which must be paid 
no later than January 5. 

”In addition to the courses regularly scheduled, there will 
be a series of lectures specifically arranged for students 
of the Institute. These lectures will deal with aspects of 
science, literature, and art, in their relation to social 
change and development. 

”A group of faculty advisers will be available for periodic 
consultation with students of the Institute. It will include 
Dr. Howard Selsam, David Goldway and Harold Collins.” 
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Labor Institute, December, 1947 


In December, 1947, the Jefferson School also added a 
Labor Institute designed to give trade-union leaders and active 
union members an opportunity ior intensive discussion of the theory 
and background of the important issues facing the labor movement. 
Lecturers included ’’trade-uriion leaders and experts on various 
phases of union activity, ” headed by George.Squier, Trade-Union 
Director of the School. For the first term four topics were scheduled, 
one topic to be presented each month in three sessions of two hours 
each. The topics included ’’Labor and the Taft-Hartley Law, ” 

’’Labor and the Negro Worker, ” ’’The Fight for a United Labor 
Movement, ” and ’’The Threat of a New Depression. ” 

Citation By Attorney General Under Executive Order 9835, 

1947 

In November, 1947, the Jefferson School suffered a 
severe setback when the Attorney General of the United States des¬ 
ignated it as coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835. This 
order has now been superseded by Executive Order 10450 and the 
Jefferson School still remains upon the Attorney General’s list. 

As a result of this action, the enrollment dropped considerably, 
decreasing from 14,406 in the 1946-1947 school year to 10,955 in 
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the 1947-1948 year. Another blow was felt by the falling off of 

sustaining contributions, i. e., contributions coining from outside 

sources. The school’s Annual Report for the year 1946-1947, under 

the caption "Conclusions and Perspectives, fT commented: 

"With the heightening war hysteria and the 
resultant attacks on civil liberties the Jefferson 
School faces new problems and new difficulties. 

Fear, engendered by the Attorney General’s 
listing of the School, will affect many middle- 
class people and will have to be combatted. The 
increasing cost of living is also leaving its 
mark on the School throug'h lower registration. 
Economies must be made, including curtailment 
of the full-time staff." 


In connection with the above, it is- interesting to note 
that the New York State Educational and Youth Commissions 
of the Communist Party had issued a memorandum to all Communist 
Party Branch Organizers on the subject, "Special Youth Educational 
Project for Jefferson School (for party youth only)." This memo¬ 
randum suggested that, in order to effectively answer the barrage 
of fascist ideology directed towards the youth, it is necessary to 
ground young people in the fundamentals of class struggles, in an 
understanding of modern capitalist society. This memorandum further 
stated: 

"All means must be utilized to educate our young 
Communist Party members in the basics of Marxism- 
Leninism. The Jefferson School project for Communist 


- 29 - 








Party youth is one of these effective methods.” 

According to this memorandum, the objective of the 
Communist Party was to register, on a city-wide scale, a minimum 
of four hundred young Communists, twenty-six years of age and under, 
for the special youth courses. The school was to begin on October 6, 
1947, continuing for a period of eight weeks. The cost of a single 
course was listed as $4.00, adding that this was a special fee for 
the youth courses only. 

In January, 1948, an official of the New York State 
Communist Party, Education Department, v/as reliably reported to 
have commented that the critical shortage of students at the Jefferson 
School was due to the competition of the Communist Party’s ideo¬ 
logical campaign as well as the listing of the school by the Attorney 
General. He advised the State Secretariat to send out a statement to 
all Communist Party county organizations emphasizing the urgency of 
the matter and calling for the organizing'of attendance at the school 
in each branch. He further stated that the New York State Communist 
Party Education Department considered attendance at the Jefferson 
School as participation in the Communist Party’s ideological campaign. 






School Of Jewish Studies, Fall, 1949 

In the Fall of 1949, the School of Jewish Studies moved 
into the Jefferson School building* This school was organized in May, 
1945, for the purpose of giving a Jewish education with a Marxist 
approach to Jews and non-Jews._The Fall 1949 catalogue of the 
Jefferson School reflected that "courses on many aspects of Jewish 
life, history and culture are offered by the School of Jewish Studies, 
which is located on the third floor of the Jefferson School building." 
The Daily Worker of February 1, 1949, indicated that funds from the 
Abraham Markoff Scholarship Fund (former Director of the New York 
Workers School) w T ould also be applied to the School of Jewish Studies. 
At the end of the Fall semester, 1950, the School of Jewish Studies 
discontinued its classes and was absorbed into the Jefferson 
School as the Division of Jewish Studies. 

Security Measures, Spring, 1949 
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Evaluation Of Jefferson School's Progress , 1944-1950 
At the end of 1949, the Staff of the Jefferson School 
made an over-all evaluation of the school's program during its six 
years of existence. This evaluation reflected that it had taught 
sons 75,000 enrollees in classes at the central building, in annexes 
and in extension divisions, probably involving more than 40,000 
different persons. Registration had increased from a low of 10, 955 
in the 1947-48 school year to 11, 873 in the 1948-49 school year and 

11,900 for three terms of the 1949-1950 year. 

The study of Marxist theory had come to constitute more 

and mors the core of the school's program. This was shown by the 

growth of the Economics and Politics Department, whose enrollments 

constituted 20 per cent of the total in 1945-46, 28 per cent in 1946-47, 
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40 per cent in 1947-48, 49 per cent in 1948-49, and 53 per cent in 
the fall term of 1949-50. It was further evidenced by the in¬ 
creased enrollment in the Institute of Marxist Studies. This full- 
year program of systematic, sustained study had 90 students in 
1947-48, 700 in 1948-49, and 600 in the fall term of 1949-50. 
Approximately 500 to 600 more students were expected for the 
winter term. This growth of interest in basic Marxist subjects, 
however, was accompanied by a corresponding decline in enroll- 
ments in cultural courses. 

The rapid growth of the Marxist Institute had, however, 
resulted in certain weaknesses which the staff felt must be remedied. 
They were: 

(1) The curriculum was, in the main, simply strung 
together from courses offered in the school’s 
regular program which resulted in certain 
gaps, overlapping, and in general a lack of 
integration. 

(2) The institute progranTwas not geared to the 
task of training leadership and cadre develop¬ 
ment. One step already taken in this field 
came with the establishment of study groups. 

The single greatest weakness in the school’s develop¬ 
ment was considered to be its continuing failure to attract large 
numbers of basic industrial workers. Evidence of this was found 
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in the composition of the enrollment, the virtual collapse of the 
Trade-Union Program during 1949, failure to develop strong annexes 
in working-class neighborhoods, and failure to undertake vigorous 
and sustained promotional activities directed especially at industrial 
workers- Another weak factor was the low percentage of Negro 
students which was estimated at scarcely 5 per cent. More Negroes 
had, however, been integrated into the operative personnel of the 
school. 

In addition to the organizational growth of the school, 
the evaluation analyzed its instructional program in terms of the 
main purpose of a Marxist educational institution, namely, to provide 
necessary theoretical understanding for the effective carrying for¬ 
ward of the main political tasks confronting the working class. The 
supreme political task was given as the building of a broad, united 
front to check the drive of United States imperialism toward war 
and fascism, a people r s front to win the struggle for peace and 
fascism. This task was a decisive factor in influencing the orien¬ 
tation and curriculum content of the Jefferson School. 

To achieve this political goal the Jefferson School planned 

to give its students a thorough theoretical understanding of three 
basic issues: 
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(1) The role of the Communist Party as the organized 
embodiment of Marxist-Leninist theory and practice. 

(2) The role of the Soviet Union as the leading force of 
peace, democracy and socialism. 

(3) The nature and requirements of the United Front as 
the main tactic of the democratic camp in the United 
States. 

It was felt that the courses then in existence were seriously 
inadequate in meeting the above requirements. 

In addition to the afore-mentioned political indoctri¬ 
nation, certain basic principles of Marxist education must always be 
adhered to: 

(1) Theoretical formulations should be correct and 
precise. 

(2) Theory should be integrated with practice. 

(3) Instruction should be geared to the American scene. 

(4) Instruction should be largely polemical. 

(5) Instruction should be geared to the immediate problems 
of the working class. ~ 

(6) Instruction should interpret current Marxist-Leninist 
policy as reflected in Communist Party policy and the 
program of the Communist Party on the central issues 
in the world today. 

The evaluation concluded by stating that the quality of the 
work at the Jefferson School must be improved. This improvement 

should be guided by one cardinal principle: 
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. .Ours is not the routine job of purveying pre-conceived 
bodies of subject-matter, even ’Marxist subject-matter’; 
rather, ours is the creative task of teaching PEOPLE, of 
bringing theoretical understanding to thousands of the 
most important individuals in America, of helping to 
develop effective leaders of the working-class movement— 
upon which rests our confidence in a progressive future.” 


Special Courses For Labor Youth League, Fall, 1950 

In the Fall of 1950 the Jefferson School instituted a series 

of courses especially designed for members of the Labor Youth League. 

This organization is the principal Communist Youth group in the United 

States and has been designated by the Attorney General as coming 

within the purview of Executive Order 10450. - The fall catalogue of 

the school in advertising this new course stated: 

’’Recognizing the tremendous importance of the 
education of youth, the Jefferson School is devoting 
almost its entire resources on Tuesday evening to 
a special program of courses for members of the 
Labor Youth League. All of these courses are 
designed to further the education of youth in the 
principles of scientific socialism. ” 

The twelve courses given were offered at a reduced, fee 

of $5.00 per course plus 50 cents library fee to Labor Youth League 

members upon presentation of membership cards. They were open to 

nonmembers only by permission of the Registrar and payment of the 

regular fee of $7.00. 
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Security Measures Increased, September, 1950 
In September, 1950, security measures were further 
tightened at the school, as was evidenced by certain instructions to 
the teachers of fall term courses. These instructions reflected 
that students would only be admitted to classes upon presentation 
of class admission cards properly filled out and signed. Visitors 
were permitted to attend the first session of each, class except in the 
case of courses included in the lecture series. Teachers were requested 
to make a written report on the number of students present each week. 
They were warned to stop by the office before going to class to sign 
the Teachers Register and to pick up their class folders which had to v 
be returned to the office after class. 

It is interesting to note that on August 17, 1950, the 
National Committee of the Communist Party, USA, published a 
statement in the Daily Worker indicating that all outlines or edu¬ 
cational directives issued by the Communist'Party prior to August 

# 

15, 1950, were being withdrawn. 

Decline In Registration, 1951-1954 
The enrollment at the Jefferson School continued to 
decline to the extent that on April 13, 1951, the New York State 
Communist Party made the following recommendations in view of 











the seriousness of the situation: 



(1) The campaign for enrollment at the Jefferson 
School should continue without letup until 
April 23, 1951. 

(2) The school should be taken up at all meetings 
of county and section functionaries during the 
coming week. It should be linked to Party 
activities and campaigns during this week. 

'3) Special steps should be taken to insure the en¬ 
rollment of all cadre-training school students and 
graduates. All former students of the Marxist 
Institute should likewise be gotten to enroll. 

Special emphasis should be placed upon getting 
Negro students and shopworkers. 

*4) Where possible, entire clubs, co-ordinators, groups 
and section committees should be urged to register 
as a unit. Where this is not possible, groups should 
be organized on the most convenient basis. 

According to the Daily Worker of February 8, 1954, by the end of the 


1951-1952 school year, the enrollment had decreased to 8,826, and by the 
end of 1953 to 8,465. 

When the winter term, 1954, commenced, die school 
experienced great difficulty in obtaining enough students to successfully 
operate its classes. It was forced to suspend classes for one week to 
launch a drive for additional pupils. The Daily Worker of February 10, 1954, 
contained an advertisement reflecting that the school needed 3,000 enroll¬ 
ments to operate effectively and 2,000 to stay open at all. By February 23, 
1954, an enrollment of 1,820 had been reached and the school was again 
in operation. 
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Petition By Attorney General For School To Register 
As A Communist Front Organization 


Much of this difficulty was no doubt due to the petition 
of the Attorney General of the United States to the Subversive Activ¬ 
ities Control Board, dated April 22, 1953, seeking an order requir¬ 
ing the registration under the terms of the Internal Security Act of 
1950 of the Jefferson School as a CommunisMront organization. 

The Government opened its case before the Subversive Activities 
Control Board on November 26, 1953, and it is presently in a 
pending status. 

The winter, 1954, term catalogue of the Jefferson 
School hailed the tenth anniversary of the school and its reported 
enrollment of more than 120,000 students for the past decade, as 
a noteworthy accomplishment, in view of all the difficulties placed 
in its way. It took congnizance of the action of the Attorney General when 
it stated: 


"As we mark our tenth anniversary, the Jefferson 
School stands in imminent danger. The Attorney 
General has requested that our School be ordered 
to register under the notorious McCarran Act. 

Such a move, if successful, would be tantamount 
to closing down the school, since the conditions of 
the McCarran Law are so onerous, that no peopled 
institution could submit to its fascist-like requirements...." 
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Operation Of School In 1954 


Purpose 


A comprehensive picture of the present operation of 

the Jefferson School including officers and administrative staff, 

instructors, curriculum and general information can be obtained 

from its winter, 1954 catalogue. The school describes itself as a 

"..... school for all working people, Negro and white. 
It is dedicated to advancing their educational 
interests. It is open to everyone, regardless of 
color or nationality, creed or political belief— 
no matter how much or little their previous 
schooling. It serves youth and adult workers in 
shop and office, housewives, students and pro¬ 
fessionals. 

"The Jefferson School educates its students in the 
spirit of democracy, peace and socialism. It 
teaches Marxism as the philosophy and social science 
of the working class. Central in this teaching is 
the study of the crucial developments of present- 
day America in the light of the history of our 
country—its democratic traditions, its cultural 
heritage, and the militant struggles of the working 
class and the Negro people. 

"The Jefferson School is a self-governing institution. 
The Board of Trustees, administrative staff and 
faculty include men and women from the trade unions, 
the professions and the cultural and scientific 
world who, whatever their individual points of view, 
support democratic social progress. Its students 
are encouraged to think for themselves and to reach 
their own reasoned conclusions." 
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Adminstrative Staff 

The Administrative Staff was given as: 

Director: Howard Selsam; 

Executive Secretary: David Goldway; 

Director of Faculty and Curriculum: Doxey A. Wilkerson 
Registrar: Rosalie Berry; 

Librarian: Henry Black. 


Board Of Trustees 

The Board of Trustees includes the following: 


Herbert Aptheker 
Rosalie Berry 
Joseph Bucholt 
Robert W. Dunn 
Frederick V. Field 
Philip S. Foner 

Doxey A. 


David Goldway 
Dashiell Hammett 
William A. Hunton 
W r illiam L. Patterson 
Howard Selsam 
Alexander Trachtenberg 
Wilkerson 


General Information Regarding Fees, Scholarships, etc. 


General information regarding fees, scholarships, library 
facilities reflects the following data: 

"FEES: $7.00 a course except as otherwise 
indicated in the course listings.... All 
students are required to pay a library fee 
of 50?.... A fee of 50? is charged for a 
transfer. 

"SINGLE ADMISSION: The first session of any 
class may be visited free of charge. There¬ 
after, single admissions may be obtained 
for $1.00 at the discretion of the Registrar, 
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"SCHOLARSHIPS: A limited fund exists for partial 
scholarships to help students pay their fees. 

Special consideration is given to industrial 
workers, Negroes, Puerto Ricans and persons 
active in trade union and community work. 

Application for scholarships may be made in 
the School office. 

"SUNDAY FORUMS: Forums on important political 
and cultural topics are held every Sunday 
evening throughout the School year. In 
addition to presenting information and analysis, 
the Forums provide opportunity for discussion 
of <• :rrent theoretical questions by a wide 
audience.- 

"LIBRARY: The School’s library of more than 
25, 000 volumes is available for student and 
public use.... 

"JEFFERSON BOOKSHOP: Books of all publishers 
are available through the Jefferson Bookshop. 

"CLUB JEFFERSON: Located in the basement lounge, 
the Club Jefferson provides relaxation and 
refreshments for students regularly enrolled 
in the School. Full dinners, sandwiches, 
desserts and beverages are served. 

"STUDENT COUNCIL: The Council, elected by delegates 
from all classes, serves and represents the 
student body. Its activities include publishing 
a School newspaper; organizing the student body : s 
own self-activity; and participation with the 
fatuity in planning and carrying out various 
School activities, such as social affairs, forums, 
promotion and financial campaigns, etc. Its goals 
are to build and strengthen the School, and to make 
it a genuine collective." 
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Extension And Lecture Bureau 


In addition to its regular courses, the Jefferson School 

offers several specialized divisions including the Extension and 

Lecture Bureau, and the Institute of Marxist Studies. According 

to the catalogue the Extension and Lecture Bureau 

"... supplies teachers for trade unions and community 
groups outside the School building. Day or evening 
classes or lectures can be arranged through the 
Bureau. Subjects include courses listed in the School 
program, together with topics especially selected to 
serve the needs of particular groups. Teachers 
available for extensive classes include members 
of the staff and faculty. 

’’The Bureau is available for consultation and 
assistance in the organization of classes, study 
groups, etc. Particular consideration is given 
to groups of shop workers, to those from areas 
of large Negro population, and to those from out¬ 
lying working class communities. ” 


I nstitute Of Marxist Studies 

The Institute of Marxist Studies, as heretofore noted, is 

considered one of the most important features of the Jefferson School, 

being originally organized in the Fall of 1947. Since its inception it 

has increased its curricula and has reportedly enrolled more than 

2, 000 students. The catalogue refers to the Institute as 

"... a rounded-out study of the Marxist theory of 
capitalist development and class struggle, with 
particular reference to the United States. 
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Included are the fields of political economy, the 
national question, the U. S. working class, 
philosophy, and socialism. 

n The Institute is open to all students who have had 
the course, : The Science of Society, ? or study 
equivalent to it. 

"The Institute program of studies extends through 
the full year: January to June and October to 
December. 

"Each Institute class meets once a week. There 
are classes Monday through Thursday evenings. 

The class time is divided into three parts: 1. 
a period of lecture and class discussion; 2. 
group study and discussion; 3. further class 
discussion and group reports. This organization 
of the Institute class is one of its major 
advantages over other forms of study. The fact 
that students work together in one ; class for a 
period of a year, that they study and discuss in 
small as well as larger units, allows for a 
maximum of give-and-1ake in digging to the roots 
of theoretical and practical problems. It also 
develops warm bonds of friendship and true 
collective spirit among students, and between 
students and teacher. 

"An interview by a member of the staff is required 
for all Institute students. Its purpose is to place 
the student in the class mosl suitable for further 
progress.... 

"... Classes are held from 6:45 to 10:00 P. M. The 
fee for the Institute is $40.00 plus $1.00 library 
fee..." 
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The program of study for the sessions of the Marxist 
Institute includes "Introduction to Marxist Philosophy," "The Woman 
Question," "Culture and the Class Struggle," and the "United Front." 


Introductory Courses Recommended By School 

The Jefferson School offers certain suggestions regarding 

the selection of courses by their students. As an introductory course, 

it advises taking "The Science of Society," inasmuch as this course 

presents a Marxist approach to social problems and gives the opportunity 

of asking any questions regarding current issues. Secondly, it 

recommends getting a working mastery of the basic-principles of Marxism 

either through the full year course in the Institute of Marxist Studies 

or through four other courses including "What is Philosophy?," "The 

Negro Question,” "Political Economy I,” and "The Working Class and 

the United Front. " Following the completion of these courses, the 

School suggests concentrating on two areas, namely, political economy, 

and the working class and the class struggle. In addition, one or more 

courses should be taken fn the field of "History," "The National 

Question," "Philosophy and Science," and "Culture." In all selections, 

certain objectives should be kept in mind: 

"(1) to get a grounding in the foundations of 
Marxism; (2) to get a rounded, many-sided 
mastery of Marxism; (3) to take courses which 
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will help you in your particular field of 
interest or work.” 


Regular Courses, Winter, 1954 

The courses offered in the regularly scheduled classes of 
the Jefferson School are broad in scope with special emphasis being 
placed upon a Marxist interpretatipn of the developments occurring 
in America today in the light of the history of the United States. 

They are divided by subject matter in the Winter catalogue into the 
following sections: 

The Working Class and the Class Struggle. 


( 1 ) 

( 2 ) 

(3) 

(4) 

( 5 ) 

( 6 ) 

(7) 

( 8 ) 


Science of Society 

Marx and Engels’ The Communist Manifesto 
and Socialism: Utopian and Scientific 
The Working Class and the United Front 
Fundamentals of Trade Unionism 
Wage Policies: Basic Principles and 
Current Problems 

The Third Party Question and Coalition 
Politics 

The Woman Question 
Progressives in the Trade Unions 


"Key questions facing progressive workers, 
in the light of trade union principles. 

The ’United Front from below. * Attitudes 
toward right-wing leadership. How to win 
workers for peace. Theiight for Negro 
rights. Problems of labor unity and 
political action.” 


(9) Problems of Marriage and Family Life 


’’Fundamental causes of marriage and family 
problems in the U. S. today. The Marxist 
approach to their solution. The struggle 
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for full equality of women and against 
male supremacy. Problems of raising 
children today. Marxist vs. Freudian 
approach to these problems. The family 
under socialism. ” 

Political Economy 

(1) Political Economy I* Wages, Prices, Profits 

(2) Marx’ Wage-Labor and Capital and Value, 

Price and Profit^- 

(3) Political Economy II: Capitalist Accumula¬ 

tion, Distribution and Crisis • 

(4) War, Peace and Economic Crisis:' A Theoretical 

Analysis 

(5) The Crisis in U. S. Agriculture 

(6) Marxism vs. Keynesism 

(7) Marx’ Capital, Volume I, Part Il¬ 
ls) Marx’ Capital, Volume I (20 sessions) 

”An intensive study of Marx 7 most important 
work. The economic laws of capitalism and 
how they apply to the United States. 

Bourgeois theories will be critically 
examined. Practical lessons for the 
working class today. ” 

(9) Imperialism 

’’The rise and nature of imperialism. 

Monopoly control in the United States: 
the role of finance capital. Cartels 
and the struggle for markets. Imperial¬ 
ist wat and the drive toward fascism. 

Colonial oppression and the struggle for 
national liberation. U. S. imperialism 
vs. the working class and Negro people in 
the U. S. ” 

(10) Stalin’s Economic Problems of Socialism 
in the U. S. S. R. 
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The National Question 

(1) The Negro Question 

(2) Staling Marxism and the National Question 

(3) The Negro Worker and the Negro Liberation 

Movement 

(4) African Liberation Struggles 

"Struggles of the Peoples of Africa for 
national liberation from imperialist 
domination and oppression. Emphasis 
on Egypt and North Africa, the Rhodesias, 
Union of South Africa,, Kenya and West 
Africa. Key role of U. S. imperialism. 
Relation of liberation struggles in 
Africa to the world peace camp." 

(5) The Puerto Rican Question 

"Puerto Rico: No. 1 Colony of the U. S. 
Importance of Puerto Rico in the struggle 
against U. S. domination of Latin America. 
The U 0 S. working class and the Puerto 
Rican national liberation struggle. 

Puerto Rican national minority in New 
York City." 

(6) The Puerto Rican National Minority 

(7) The Jewish Question 

(8) The Jewish Question: Advanced Course 

History and the World Today 

(!)■ Class and National Forces in U. S. History 

(2) History of the American Negro People 

(3) History of the U. S. Labor Movement: 

1918-1938 

(4) History of the Communist Party of the U. S. I 


"First part of a 20-session course based 
on William Z. Foster’s History of the 
Communist Party of the United States...." 
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(5) History of the Communist Party of the U. S. II 

(6) History of the Jews in the U. S.: 1654-1876 

(7) Political History of the Americas n 

(8) History of Culture and Civilization II 

(Taught in Yiddish) 

(9) History of The Communist Party of The 

Soviet Union, Part H 

'’Study of Stalin T s famous 'encyclopedia of 
Marxism. 1 Lessons for the world working 
class of the political, organizational and 
ideological struggles of the Bolshevika 
through three revolutions.... ” 

(10) Philosophy of History 

(11) The Soviet Union: Eyewitness Report 
(:.2) Soviet Law 

Philosophy and Science 

(1) What is Philosophy ? 

(2) Dialectical Materialism 

"A systematic study of dialectical materialism. 
Marxist philosophy and the working class; 
partisanship and objective truth. Material¬ 
ism vs. idealism. Dialectical vs. meta¬ 
physical thinking. fT 

(3) Mao Tse-Tung's On Contradiction 

(4) Ethics, Morality, and Youth 

(5) Main Currents iff American Thought 

(6) Materialism and Idealism: Main Struggles in 

the History of Philosophy 

(7) Dialectical Materialism and the Sciences 

(8) Psychology 

Literature, Music and Art 

(1) Dialectical Materialism and the Arts 

"Marxist Approach to the arts. Political 
and theoretical basis of the crisis in 
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the arts in the U. S. today. Topics include: 
realist art and pseudo-art; bourgeois realism, 
proletarian realism and socialist realism; 
problems of form and content, typicalness, 
criticism.’’ 

(2) Literary Giants of the Nineteenth Century: 

A Study through Comparisons and Contrasts 

(3) How Music Expresses Ideas 

(4) Folk Songs USA 

(5) Paintingr Realism and Formalism 

Writing and Language Workshops 

(1) Fiction Writing 

(2) Writing for Progressives 

T, A workshop in all basic forms of prose 
writing, with emphasis on development of 
working class themes. .Writing of articles, 
stories, novels, biographies, etc., using 
proletarian works of the thirties as 
examples. Problems of technique and imagina¬ 
tion in partisan realist writing." 

(3) Conversational Spanish I 

(4) Conversational Spanish II 

Art Workshops 

(1) Painting and Drawing 

(2) Drawing and Cartooning 

* ’Tor anyone, with or without previous 
experience. Basic elements of drawing 
and techniques of political cartoooning. 

How to present working class ideas 
simply and dramatically. Individual 
guidance and group criticism. ” 

(3) Sculpture for Beginners 
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(4) Sculpture: Advanced 

(5) Guitar Playing and Song Leading I 

(6) Guitar Playing and Song Leading E 

(7) Metal Working 

There is no mention in the catalogue of any annexes 
functioning at this time. 

William Z. Foster On Present Importance Of School 


Despite all the difficulties encountered by the Jefferson 

School in obtaining adequate enrollment, sufficient financing, the action 

by the Attorney General in requesting that it register as a Communist 

Front Organization, etc., it continues to maintain its struggle for 

existence. William Z. Foster, Chairman of the Communist Party, USA, 

in an article in the Daily Worker of October 2, 1953, emphasized the 

importance of this school when he stated: 

M ... more and more education in the working class 
science of Marxism-Leninism is precisely what we 
need most. We cannot hope to develop a powerful 
united front capable of halting the warmakers and 
building genuine democracy in our country unless 
the thousands of working class leaders engaged in 
the task obtain an ever deeper theoretical under¬ 
standing of the developing events in our country 
and the world." 

He attributes the drop in enrollment not to fear of 
persecution, not to inadequacies in its instructional program, but 
to the general underestimation of the importance of systematic study. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Accordingly Foster states 

"We would do well to learn a lesson from the 
Chinese in this regard—and from the working-class 
leaders of the Soviet Union and the People's 
Democracies of Eastern Europe. They place the 
task of 'raising the ideological level' before 
everything else; for they understand that on this 
rests the success of all other undertakings." 
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" CONFIDENTIAL :- 
PREFACE 

In May, 1954, Part I of "The Educational Program of the 
Communist Party, U3A," was published dealing entirely with so-called 
"Communist Front" schools operated by the Party for Communist Party 
members and non-members. 

Part II, the present section, discusses the organizational 
apparatus, teaching methods, and general courses of study through which 
the Communist Party, USA, provides instruction for its members only. 

This monograph is compiled from both public and confidential 
sources. The public sources will be found at the bottom of the pages on 
which they appear. The confidential sources are being retained by this 
Bureau. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
SUMMARY 

The Communist Party, USA, during its early years 
established a well-organized educational apparatus extending from a 
national through a local level which has continuously functioned for the 
benefit of Party members and Communist sympathizers. Up to 1947, 
"inner-Party" schools or those for Communist Party members only 
operated aboveground or openly. Since 1948, however, due to repressive 
legislation and adverse judicial decisions,the Party has been forced to 
conduct its educational activities largely on an underground basis with 
open schools functioning whenever conditions permit. 

In view of the rigid security provisions resulting from this 
development, the holding of schools of any size or of more than local or 
state-wide coverage has been considerably curtailed. 

At the present time, emphasis has been placed upon the Party’s 


self-study program supplemented by attendance at Party schools, when 
held, and "educationals" conducted during regular Party meetings. 








CONCLUSIONS . 

1. Historically, the Communist Party, USA, has operated 
an extensive educational apparatus from a national through a local 
level with each subdivision being under the charge of an educational 
director. 

2„ Due to repressive legislation against the Communist Party 
in this country, its educational apparatus has been considerably hampered, 
resulting in the curtailment of open schools for tf inner-Party” members only. 

3. Training schools and classes are now held under extreme 
security provisions and both students and instructors are selected with 
the utmost care. 

4. The primary objective in training schools today is to turn 
out people of leadership calibre to replace those individuals who have gone 
underground or have been arrested under the provisions of the Smith Act. 

5. Of the three types of Communist education—schools, 
"educationals, ” and self-study courses, self-study is regarded as the 
most important, the other two being auxiliary to it. 

6. The Communist Party at the present time is experiencing 
a dearth of well-trained, experienced instructors for its educational 
apparatus and has been attempting to expand teacher-training classes to 
alleviate this situation. 
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7. Outlines and discussion guides are utilized by the 
Communist Party to conduct organized study by Communist Party members 
whether in schools, "educationals," or the self-study program. 

8. Text material used by Party members includes the Communist 
classics of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin and literature prepared by 
American and non-American Communist authors. For the past year the 
Communist Party, USA, has been concentrating on the study of the History 
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L EDUCATIONAL APPARATUS OF COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 

A. Role of Communist Education as a Whole 

The role of Communist education viewed as a whole appears 

to be divided into two main parts--”inner-party” education and mass 

education,, These are not separate but intimately connected. In 1950, in 

a section of an outline regarding Communist Party education, it is stated: 

”Just as the whole outlook of the party is a mass 
outlook, our attitude toward education must be a 
mass outlook. We, study Marxism, organize classes, 
schools, etc.. not for academic reasons, but in 
order that we can more effectively conduct a mass 
ideological struggle to win the working class and 
the people to a scientific understanding of what 
is taking place, and on the basis of this under¬ 
standing move masses of people into action, ” 


The forms of ’’inner-party” education were outlined as 

follows: 


(1) The club meeting 

(2) Groups 

(3) The press 

(4' Group classes 

(5] Special schools or classes 

(6) Self-study 

(7} Full-time schools 


The forms of mass education were outlined as follows: 

(I; The press 

(2' Mass meetings 

(3' Literature 

(4; Forums and debates 

(5; Leaflets 

(6^ Street and shopgate meetings 

(7) Visual aids such as film strips 




t 








The outline concluded by stating: 



"Our Party is a different kind of a political 
party than any other. It is guided by and based on 
a science. We want to give this scientific under¬ 
standing, on all questions, to our own members, and 
to the workers and the people in order to draw masses 
of people into activity. The objective of our education 
is to make people see things as they are, as they exist, 
who and what is responsible for these things, and to 
convince masses of people to struggle to change them 
in their own interests.... 

"To do this it is necessary to use popular 
language, forms, ar: methods, but it must not water 
down our scientific concept. First the science must 
be masteredjthen the popular forms and methods of 
getting it across worked out. " 

In connection with the organizational apparatus and functioning 
of the educational system of the Communist Party, USA, it must be stressed 
that the preceding is historically correct and adhered to whenever possible. 
However, the entire activity of the Communist Party in this country in 
the recent past has been considerably restricted and hampered. Since 
1948, as a consequence of repressive legislation, prosecution of Communist 
leaders and adverse judicial decisions, the open or public activities of the 
Communist Party, USA, have been severely restricted, forcing it to 
function to a large extent through its underground apparatus and its numerous 
front organizations. Whenever conditions permit, Communist Party . -\ 

education is conducted on an aboveground level. Extreme security pro-^^y 

visions are used regardless of the level of its activity. 
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B. National Education Department 

The National Education Department, operating within the 
framework of the organizational apparatus of the Communist Party, USA, 
as one of its various departments or commissions, has control over 
the educational program of the Communist Party from the national through 
the local levels. Under its jurisdiction and supervision are the Party's 
manifold activities relating to education, agitation and propaganda. Among 
its more important activities are arranging and conducting day, evening, 
summer, extension and correspondence schools for Party members; 
teachers’ training schools; leadership schools; specialized schools for 
workers, Negroes, nationality groups, et cetera; organizing and conducting 
conferences, seminars, and new members’ classes; and the preparation 
of study outlines, guides, lessons, mimeographed textbooks, pamphlets 
and bulletins. Research development and dissemination of Marxist-Leninist 
theory and philosophy are also performed by this department. 

In addition, the National Education Department exercises ~ ^ 

great influence over Communist Front schools, such as the Jefferson ^^ 
School of Social Science in New York City and the California Labor School 
in San Francisco, 

The top position of the Department carries the title of National 
Educational Director, held at the present time by Betty Gannett. Betty 
Gannett was one of the New York Communist leaders convicted on January 21, 


- 3 - 



1953, for conspiring to violate the Smith Act. She is now serving a two- 
year prison term after the Supreme Court refused to review the case on 
January 10, 1955. After many years of activity in Communist Party affairs, 
Gannett obtained her present position as educational director in May, 1950. 


C. District Educational Apparatus 


Next in importance to the National Education Department is 
the district or regional educational system under the immediate control of 
a district educational director. Each district organization has its own 
officers and, if a district covers more than one state, there is a state 
officer responsible for educational activities within the state. The Communist 
organizational apparatus is further divided into county, city, regional, 
sectional and club organizations, plus the formation of groups within the 
clubs. Each of these units has its own educational leader who, in turn, is 
subject to the control of the educational director of the next highest level. 


D. Role of Educational Director 

The role of the educational director of the Communist Party, 
whether on a national, district or local level, is highly important in the 
educational apparatus of the Party. To him belongs the responsibility 
for the proper functioning of the Departments major objectives--"Inner - 
Party" education, i. e., education of Party members, and a program 
for mass agitation and propaganda. 








An outline circulated in the Communist Party, USA, gave 


this resume of the duties and responsibilities of the educational director: 

1. He is responsible for the planning and organization of 

,, inner-Party ,t education and mass agitation and propaganda, 
and for utilizing these operations in connection with 
present-day issues. 


(a) 

He initiates and proposes educational plans subject 
to the approval of his executive committee. 

(b) 

After adoption of these plans, he organizes their 
execution. 

(c) 

He must be alert to current issues, closely 
following the Daily Worker * and Tlie Worker. ♦♦ 

His responsibility for the education of the membership 
includes: 

(a) 

The planning of educational programs which will 
instruct members as to Party policies and tasks 
and result in increased activity on their part. 

These educationals should: 


(1) Make use of current Party material, such 
as Political Affairs. *♦* 


(2) Include occasional programs on key 
theoretical questions of interest to the 
particular group. ; 


\ 

(3) Provide varied methods in presenting ^— 
programs, such as reports and discussions, 
panels, speakers, et cetera. 

(b) 

Guaranteeing participation of members in formal 
education, such as schools and classes. 

(c) 

Encouraging self-study by members through working 
with the literature director, knowledge of the 
special needs and interests of individuals, and 
consultation with them on their self-study programs. 


♦The Daily Worker is an east coast Communist newspaper. 

♦♦ The Worker is the Sunday edition of the Daily Worker . 

♦♦ ♦Political Affairs was characterized as the theoretical organ of the Communist 
Party, USA, by Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, a member of the National Committee 
of the Communist Party, USA, in testimony at her Smith Act trial on 
October 20, 1952. 










(d) Working with the chairman to guarantee attendance 

of new members at their classes and checking on their 
reading. 

3. His responsibility toward mass or public education includes: 

(a) Participation in planning and issuing leaflets 
and/or regular bulletins. 

(b) Working with the membership director in the 
organization of special classes or similar 
gatherings with non-Party contacts aimed at 
recruiting. 

(c) Working with the literature director in planning 
and carrying through the mass sale of literature. 

4. The work of the educational director is not on a weekly basis, 
but should be based on a long-range basis. 
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H. ORGANIZED METHODS OF COMMUNIST EDUCATION 
A. Training Schools 

1. National 

The Communist Party, USA, has organized numerous training 
schools throughout the country for its members on national, district, 


state, and local levels. Its students are carefully selected with respect 
not only to previous Communist Party ejqperience but also to the particular 
position they occupy in their community. Schools have been held for new 
members, advanced members, cadres, teachers’ training, trade-union 
members, women, Negroes, youth, industrial section organizers, industrial 
branch organizers, full-time trade-union functionaries, branch and section 

/ ■""" ,! n 

leadership, professional workers, nationality groups, et cetera. {-; :: 

In 1928, the Workers (Communist) Party of America, predecessor 
to the Communist Party, USA, held a three-month, national, day training 
school in order to train new district organizers and other leading district 
officials. Every Party district was required to send its one outstanding 
member capable of further development. The work was of both a theoretical 
and practical nature. In addition to attendance at classes, each student 
was routed to meetings of various kinds according to his special interests 
and the particular direction that training would take. The best Party 
instructors at the Workers School (now known as the Jefferson School of 

i. n 

< - i — 

i 

i 

J 1 . 


l 

\ 





Social Science) were selected and these teachers were not permitted to under¬ 
take any activity which would interfere with their teaching duties. Among the 
courses offered were "Marxism-Leninism," "History of the United States and 
American Political Problems," "Theory and Practice of Trade Unionism and 
Special Trade Union Problems," "Party Organization," "Marxian Economics," 
and "Public Speaking," 

Each district was expected to provide round-trip fare for its 
respective student plus, where possible, an additional sum toward his main¬ 
tenance. The national office made an effort to supplement the expenses of the 
student with the sum of ten dollars per week where necessary. These arrange¬ 
ments meant a budget for the Workers School of approximately five thousand 
dollars. Donations from comrades and sympathizers were urgently requested. 
Questionnaires were sent to all districts for completion and were submitted to 
the National Agitprop and Organization Department for final selections. Pro¬ 
spective students were selected on the basis of their Communist Party activity 
and previous schooling. Every point was stretched in favor of the active com¬ 
rades without extensive theoretical preparation as against theoretically prepared 
members who did not have the requisite amount of activity nor the requisite--^ 
experience. lj 

It is of interest to note that this school was reportedly organized 
on the instructions of the Communist International for the purpose of training 
agitators to engage in active propaganda work for the Workers (Communist) 
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Party of America throughout the United States and other American 
countries. It allegedly planned to train approximately 100 agitators during 
the course of the first year. 

When one compares this school in 1928 with a more recent 
national training school in 1946, many of the same requirements are noted. 
After the ouster of Earl Browder from the leadership of the Communist 
Party, USA, and the period of so-called Browder "revisionism,” the 
first training school on a national basis was conducted at Camp Beacon, 
located sixty miles north of New York City, for a ten-week period beginning 
February 4, 1946. Student selection was from those Party members who 
were veterans, Negroes, full-time Party functionaries or people whom the 
Party intended to make full-time functionaries. They were required to 
have had a minimum of three years in the Party and to be under thirty-five 
years of age in all but most exceptional instances. All expenses were borne 
by the National Committee of the Communist Party, USA, with the exception 
of round-trip fare to the school. Approximately forty individuals attended 
from all sections of the country. Instructors included high-ranking members 
of the Party such as Jacob Mindel, George Siskind, Jack Stachel, Betty ~ 
Gannett, William Z. Foster and Alexander Trachtenberg. Classes, 
lectures and conferences were held on American history, political economy, 
sources of Marxism, early American Socialist and Communist movements, 

the national question, dialectical and historical materialism, the U. S. S. R., 
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the Negro question, the woman question, trade-unions, strategy and 
tactics, party finances, the struggle for peace, and others. 


The particular purposes of this school were to develop new 
Party leaders and to eliminate all traces of revisionism remaining from 
the Browder era. The Communist Party itself, in evaluating the success 
of the school, reflected that for the most part tendencies toward revisionism 
were eradicated. However, it criticized the selection of students on the 
grounds that some possessed anti-Party tendencies, were theoretically 
unprepared, were physically unfit, and had not been thoroughly investigated 
by their particular district. Other criticisms included an overcrowded 
curriculum with insufficient attention paid to individual students. The 
report suggested that a pool of two hundred candidates be created for 
future students at the national training schools. A resolution of the 


student body made at the end of the school also pointed out that self- 
evaluation reports made by each student on the last day contributed to the 


understanding of the student body as a whole. This resolution concluded: 


"Our ten weeks in school^ has armed us for 
the struggle against revisionism. It has instilled 
in us an appreciation of the unity of theory and 
practice. It has brought a profound realization 
of the importance of building the Party as a key 
to all the problems which face our class and nation 
in this period. 



"As we return to our districts, we pledge to 
the National Committee our Communist determination 
to justify the honor and meet the responsibility 
placed upon us as students of the National Training 

School." 







The last known national training school of the Communist 
Party, USA, on a country-wide basis was scheduled on a three-month 
basis in New York City from October 1 , through December 21 , 1947 . 

This school was limited to state Party leaders selected with the greatest 
care who could be expected to become better qualified to carry on their 
work in the future as a result of this training. Among the general categories 
controlling the selection of prospective students were the following: 

(1) Newly promoted functionaries on a state level 

who had not previously attended advanced schools. 

(2/ Communist Party members from the older corps of 
leading functionaries who had not studied for some 
time. 

(3) Leading Party members who could be placed at the 
disposal of the National Committee for assignment 
to new districts. 

(4) Outstanding individuals in the cultural field. 

(5) Educational directors and Party teachers on a 
state or county level not previously provided 
with systematic theoretical training. 

Upon receipt of the list of prospective students at the national 
headquarters of the Party, the Organization and Education Department '^~ 7 ' 
and the National Review Commission considered those named inasmuch 
as no candidate could be accepted without approval of the National Office. 

Approximately one month prior to the convening of this 


national training school, the National Education Department issued certain 
directives pertaining thereto: 













(1) The National Committee would take responsibility for 

(a) Housing, 

(b) Food, 

(c) Books and materials for the students. 

(2) The Districts would be responsible for 

(a) Fare to and from New York, 

(b) Petty cash expenses of students while at school. 

(3) The Districts should arrange physical 
examinations for students before their 
departure. No candidate with infectious 
disease or serious ailment should be sent 
to school under any circumstances. 

(4) The Districts should maintain regular 
correspondence to keep students informed 
on important developments within the 
District. 

(5) The Districts should make certain that 
students make satisfactory family, job 
and union arrangements for the three- 
months' leave. They should be guaranteed 
peace of mind for intensive study during 
the school term. 

(6) Students should report to the national 
office of the Communist Party, USA, 
without baggage, one day before the 
school begins. 

Approximately forty students attended this school from all \ 

sections of the country. Instructors included such high officials of the 

Communist Party as Eugene Dennis, Betty Gannett, Alexander Bittelman, 

Joiin Williamson, John Gates, and Henry Winston. The school was 

conducted on the premises of the Jefferson School of Social Science 
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which is located in downtown New York City. Among the topics and subjects 
studied were the agrarian question, the Communist Party, dialectical and 
historical materialism, imperialism, Marxism and art, culture, literature 
and science, the national question, origin and development of Marxism in the 
United States, Party organization, Party leadership and Party clubs, 
strategy and tactics, Trotskyism, and a course on how to study. 

Although this school was supposed to continue through the twenty- 
first of December, 1947, it was discontinued about the middle of November 
for security reasons. 
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Another school of this type was held in Los Angeles during 

March, 1951, for about ten days. It described itself as a school for 

Mexican cadres and had for its purpose the study of Marxism-Leninism 

in connection with the "liberation" of Mexicans, Negroes and Puerto 

Ricans. For security reasons the school was divided into two sections, 

both meeting at different times and in different locations each day. A 

commission of seven persons was established to control the policies of the 

school and to settle any grievances that might arise. The instructor was 

a national functionary of the Party who had been active in the instruction 

of Marxism-Leninism for a number of years. 

The Communist "classics," The History of the Communist 

Party of the Soviet Union, and American works such as The Twilight of 

World Capitalism by William Z. Foster, the National Resolution of the 

Communist Party, USA, adopted at the National Convention, December, 1950, 

and issues of Political Affairs, were used as a basis for discussion. The 

last session of the school was devoted to an evaluation of the school plus 

a large amount of self-criticism. \ 

2. District, State and County _ jy 

Communist Party schools held on a district, state and county 

level are conducted on lines similar to the national training school with 

the following exceptions: 

(1) Not of as long duration, generally lasting 
from three days to two or three weeks. 
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(2) Students selected for the most part from 
county or section functionaries depending 
upon the particular purpose of the school. 

A typical example was a state leadership and training school 
held in Cleveland, Ohio, for approximately two weeks during April, 1947. 

It was designed to instruct sixteen students in basic Marxist theory who 
in turn would become part of the state leadership and pass this information on 
to the other Party members throughout the state. Instructors were Party 
leaders drawn from the State of Ohio. Classes were scheduled during the 
day from ten in the morning until four-thirty in the afternoon with a one 
and one-half hour recess and one night session. Each student was required 
to pay two dollars and fifty cents which went toward the payment of rental 
of the hall and for pamphlets during the school. Among the textbooks 
used were the various works of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, plus 
Political Affairs and a pamphlet The Communist Position on the Negro 
Question. 
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In the Summer of 1952, a Marxist school was held in a southern 
state under the leadership of the district chairman. Approximately twelve 
individuals were present, including students and faculty. The students 
were divided into three groups for study and discussion. Assignments for 
reading were made, discussions organized, and announcements made in 
advance concerning the political problems to be studied. The textbooks 
included the Marxist classics and material written by American Communists. 
From various reports and discussions of the groups, the following conclusions, 
along with others, were reached: (1) the Communist Party must always 
come first; (2) theory should be studied and applied to all aspects of 
daily life; (3) self-study and group studies must be utilized in order to J/ 
develop an understanding of the relationship between theory and practice. 
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The November, 1953, issue of Party Voice, a bulletin 
published by the New York State Communist Party, reflects that a cadre 
training school had been held a short time before in Queens County, New 
York State, for the purpose of solving the problem of cadres in that area 
in the future. The class was organized with emphasis on discipline regarding 
attendance, punctuality, assignments, study, et cetera. A political director 
was assigned to the school to guarantee the carrying through of assignments and 
continuity, and to participate in the class itself. Particular importance 
was placed upon industrial concentration, stressing the need to move into 


the shops. 


In the final evaluation of this school, the consensus was that the 


curriculum was too involved and that too much ground had been covered. As 
a result of this criticism, it was decided that classes in basic Marxism must 
be a prerequisite for students in all cadre training schools, and regional 
schools should concern themselves with the policy of the Party. 

According to this article one Tt comrade M expressed herself in 
the following manner: 

,,9 I was a party member before. I feel I have taken 
steps toward becoming a Communist now. 9 " 


3. Security and Operation 































































































































































































Schools have varied in length, lasting from two days to three 
or more weeks, and in the number in attendance, ranging from four to 
thirty or more students and instructors. The curriculum and texts used 
in these schools depend, of course, on the purpose of the particular school. 

At the present time the Communist Party is in dire need of cadres--top-level 
Party officials and functionaries—both for active leadership in Party 
activities and to act as instructors in future schools. Therefore, much of 
their instruction is related to this purpose, with special emphasis being 
placed upon grounding the prospective cadre in Marxist theory and the inter¬ 
relation of theory and practice. The current Party line is pointed out on 
present-day issues. 

In the Fall of 1952, a two-week Party school was held in a 
jftocky Mountain state. The purpose of this school, which consisted mostly 
of section organizers, was to train future leaders of the Party and to that 
end the following subjects were studied: dialectical and historical materialism, 
political economy, imperialism, the national question, the Negro question, 
the Mexican question, state and revolution, socialism, and the Communist 
Party. Textbooks used as reading material for these courses were: 


History of the Communist Partv of the United States 


by William Z. Foster; 

History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (B) 


by the Communist Party of the Soviet Union; 
Value, Price and Profit by Karl Marx; 


Wage-Labour and Capital by Karl Marx; 
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Socialism, Utopian and Scientific by Frederick Engels; 



Political Affairs. 

A school similar in content was held in a western state during 
December, 1952. It was originally scheduled for a two-week period but 
was shortened through the use of night classes, making the class period 
from ten to twelve hours per day. About twelve individuals attended. The 
subject matter discussed included dialectical and historical materialism, 
political economy, the farm question, imperialism, the national and colonial 
question, the Negro problem, and the Mexican-American problem, state 
and revolution, strategy and tactics, the youth question, and Party security. 
Texts used as reading assignments in conjunction with this study were: 

History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (B) 
by the Communist Party of the Soviet Union; 

Value, Price and Profit by Karl Marx; 

The Woman Question by Frederick Engels; 

Wage-Labour and Capital by Karl Marx; 

The Teachings of Karl Marx by V. I. Lenin; 

Socialism, Utopian and Scientific by Frederick Engels; 

Imperialism by V. I. Lenin; 

Foundations of Leninism by Joseph Stalin; 

Marxism and the National Question by Joseph Stalin; 

Negro Liberation by Harry Haywood; 

State and Revolution by V. I. Lenin; 

The United Front Against Fascism by Georgi Dimitroff; 

The Twilight of World Capitalism by William Z. Foster; ^ 

On Inner Party Struggle by Liu Shao-chi; ‘ 

History of the Communist Party of the United States 

by William Z. Foster; -—¥ 

Political Affairs. 

A self-evaluation was held by the students and instructor half¬ 
way through the school and at the completion of the school. 


r 
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Another Communist Party school was held at Camp Tenaya, 
Crestline, California, over the week end of December 5-7, 1952. Camp 
Tenaya was a mountain resort not generally operated during the winter 
months. Due to the icy condition of the road, there was some difficulty 
in reaching the lodge, so no session was held on Friday night. According 
to a statement issued by the House Committee on Un-American Activities, 
this was not an ordinary Party school, but one of great importance, held 
only for Communist Party functionaries and upon the direction of high 
Communist Party officials. The statement further advised that this school 
was one of a series of new schools to be held by the Party for the purpose 
of issuing directives to infiltrate shops, key industries, and, in particular, 
defense establishments. 








































































































































































B. Classes 


A great portion of Communist education, particularly that of 
the rank-and-file members, is conducted through classes--in Communist 
terminology "educationals” - conducted as a part of the regular meeting 
of the Party club. Party Voice of December, 1953, points this out very 
effectively in an article entitled ’’Problems of Putting a Club on Its Feet” 
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"Some Observations on the Agenda: Education 
is a point at each meeting and it is tlbe first point. 

Marxist-Leninist education is what makes a Club 
meeting a Party Club meeting. . . . Education is 
conducted along either one or two lines: either 
round-robin reading and discussion—a very effective 
method; or, one comrade gives a report on the assigned 
reading and how it applies to the work of the Club. 

In adopting this latter method all comrades are 
required to read the material because the person 
to lead the discussion is not decided upon until 
the time of the Club meeting." * 

This article further pointed out that one club had adopted a standard agenda 
to be used at all meetings: (a) education; (b) the Party; (c) mass work. 

A two-hour time limit was set on meetings with each point timed accordingly. 
It should be noted that, at the end of 1948, in connection with security 
measures undertaken by the Party, all clubs were reduced in size to groups 
of four to five with a group captain. 



























































In addition to the "educationals" held as a part of regular 
Party meetings, education is furthered through the use of seminars and 
study groups held at regular intervals at the homes of various Party 
members. In one instance, in December, 1953, Party members were 
asked whether or not they were enrolled in Communist schools or classes. 
Those not so enrolled were asked if they could enroll in the future. 
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Besides these study circles and seminars, the Communist 
Party also provides private instruction in Marxism. In 195& one individual 
received a series of private lectures from a section official. He was 
furnished with an outline to be used in conjunction with the two texts for 
the course, viz., Stalin’s Economic Problems of Socialism in the USSR, 
and The Theory and Practice of the Communist Party , published by the 
National Education Department of the Communist Party. 

Other discussion groups and Marxist study groups are 
organized by the Communist Party in order that the Party may express 
its views to non-Communists and possibly gain recruits. In 1952, the 
Party established a so-called Marxist school in a large midwestern city. 
One Communist Party sympathizer who was approached as a prospective 
member was advised that he was being given an opportunity to learn just 
what Marxism means and should feel highly honored to be invited to join 
a club which cautiously screened its members. This school, called by its 
membership, "The League," was divided into clubs and membership was 
strictly confidential. A one dollar per week fee was charged which went 
toward literature and activity promotion by various League units. During 
one of the meetings a discussion was held to the effect that members should 
concentrate upon non-Communist organizations in order to penetrate them 


and participate in their activities. 


/s 
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In 1951, the Communist Party in the New York area prepared 
a plan for organizing study circles which were to be attended by organizational 
secretaries and section organizers. Those individuals who attended the 
study circles were not to attend regional schools. Two circles were to be 
set up with a total of five people in each. In addition, two seminars of ten 
sessions each were to be conducted with carefully selected participants. 

Study was to be based upon the Communist Party and the Negro question. 


This approach was also used on several occasions in 1954. In 
April, 1954, an attempt was made in.Chicago to organize a discussion 
group which was to be attended by trade-unionists using prominent Negro 
speakers in order to attract non-Communists. Previously a Marxist study 
group was created in the Connecticut area reportedly as the nucleus of a 
branch of the National Negro Labor Council to be organized in this area 
in the future. This group was to work independently of the Communist / ' 

; •’ f 

Party but would have the backing of the Party. The National Negro Labor_^ 
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Council is an organisation cited by the Attorney General as coming 
within the purview of Executive Order 10450. 


C. Self-study 

While the foregoing methods of acquiring a Marxist 
education--schools, classes, study circles—are regarded as extremely 
helpful by the Communists, independent self-study of Marxism-Leninism 
is considered indispensable. The authoritative Communist theoretical 
organ, Political Affairs, stated in an article by William Weinstone ♦ in 1947: 

"Independent self-study does not exclude 
attending schools and classes. In fact, study 
in schools and classes is extremely helpful in 
acquiring Marxist knowledge and the habit of 
theoretical study. However, it is only possible 
thoroughly to master Marxism by individual 
effort in reading, thinking, and working over 
the material, that one acquires a deep knowledge 
of the science. Students who have gone through 
shorttime training schools would do well to 
read or reread the classics that they studied 
in part before continuing with wider reading." ♦* 

The Communist Party has issued a thirty-five-page booklet 

entitled A Manual on Self-Study which is divided into four parts: (1) Why 

Study?; (2) Why Self-Study?; (3) How to Self-Study; (4) Self-Study Aid 


to What Is To Be Done by V. I. Lenin. An Appendix contains: (1) Karl 
Marx's Study Methods; (2) How Lenin Studied Marx; (3) How William Z. 

Foster Studies. * 

\ 

♦TOliam Weinstone, former educational director of the New York State 
Communist Party, is now serving a prison term for conviction under the 
Smith Act of 1940. 

♦ ♦Political Affairs, November, 1947, p. 1040. 
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This pamphlet, apparently in use in 1954, has been issued to county 
leaders as an aid in giving instructions to the rank-and-file Party member 
on how to study recommended books in the self-study program. The 
Manual suggested that the following books be used by those individuals 
in an introductory or intermediate stage of study: 

Introductory 

Karl Marx and Frederick Engels: Communist Manifesto 
Frederick Engels: Socialism, Utopian and Scientific 
Frederick Engels: Speech at the Graveside of Marx 
John Eaton: Political Economy 
V. I. Lenin: State and Revolution 
V. I. Lenin: The State 

V. I. Lenin: Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism 
Karl Marx: The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte 
Karl Marx: The Civil War in France 
Joseph Stalin: Foundations of Leninism 
Georgi Dimitroff: The United Front Against Fascism 
William Z. Foster: The Twilight of World Capitalism 
William Z. Foster and others: Marxism-Leninism vs. 

Revisionism 

Eugene Dennis: Ideas They Cannot Jail 
Harry Haywood: Negro Liberation 
M. I. Kalinin: On Communist Education 

Philip Foner: History of the Labor Movement in the United States 
Political Affairs 

Intermediate 

For General Material on Marxism and Capitalism 


Frederick Engels: Anti-Duehring 

Frederick Engels: The Origin of the Family, Private Property 

and the State 

Frederick Engels: The Housing Question 

Frederick Engels: The Peasant War in Germany 

Georgi V. Plekhanov: Fundamental Problems of Marxism 



On Leninism 

Joseph Stalin: Leninism 

Joseph Stalin: Marxism and the National Question 
V. L Lenin: What Is to Be Done? 

V. L Lenin: Left-wing Communism, an Infantile Disorder 
Mao Tse-tung: Art and Literature 
V. L Lenin: Collapse of the Second International 
History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (B) 


On Philosophy 

Frederick Engels: Ludwig Feuerbach 

Karl Marx and Frederick Engels: Letters on Historical Materialism 
Georgi V, Plekhanov: The Role of the Individual in History 
Georgi V. Plekhanov: The Materialist Conception of History 
Joseph Stalin: Dialectical and Historical Materialism 


On Political Economy 

Karl Marx: Wage-Labour and Capital 
Karl Marx: Value, Price and Profit 
Karl Marx: Capital, Volume I 

Advanced 

As far as the advanced student is concerned the Manual 
suggests that he can work out his own methods of study. It recommends 
that the History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (B) be used 
as a basis for an extensive study outline interspersed with relevant Party 
documents and volumes of Lenin and Stalin. One method is the independent 
study of a particular problem such as the Negro question through thorough^ _ 
examination of all literature on the question, even to that of an anti-Marxist 
character. Another method is that of preparing a written article on a -—^ 

certain topic. 
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The Manual states that it is absolutely essential that every 
American Communist have a comprehensive knowledge of the history 
of the working class in the United States. In addition, they should 
concentrate upon the study of foreign languages and acquire the habit of 
reading selected fiction to become acquainted with other peoples and 
other lands. 

After the decision is made as to "what to study," the Manual 
advised each person to make a plan in order to know "how to study." 

This plan must consider the following items: 

(1) It must be simple. A specific time should 
be selected and adhered to. 

(2) It must be realistic and not too ambitious. 

(3) It must be regular and consistent. 

(4) The techniques of study must be learned: 

(a) Note taking, 

(b) Underlining key parts in books, 

(c) Writing an outline of main points, 

(d) Observing how others study and adapting 
their methods when serviceable, 

(e) Not becoming too involved in notes 
and methods of study. 

The Manual also points out that, if a particular work is 
not understood, the student should not be discouraged, but should return 
to it at a later date, again and again if necessary, until the meaning is 
ultimately clear. 


































































































































Another outline circulated among Communist Party clubs in 
September, 1954, contained a section on the self-study program for cadres. 

It suggested that seven basic Marxist works— What Is To Be Done by 
V. I. Lenin, Two Tactics by Lenin, Left-Wing Communism by Lenin, 

History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union , Marxism and the 
National Question by Joseph Stalin, History of the Communist Party of the 
United States, by William Z. Foster and Stalins Thought by Charles P. 

Mann--be studied for a one-year period with periodic checkups to be made 
every month or so. In addition, the outline recommended that the reading 
of other material such as current Communist books and pamphlets, the 
Party press, and progressive fiction should be encouraged. It was suggested 
that the cadres attempt creative studies such as news stories, book reviews, 
novels, poetry and research for Communist Party publications. According 
to the outline, periodic self-evaluations should be held as well as criticism 
by other Party members. v 

The Communist Party, USA, has always emphasized the need \ 
for self-study and in the past several years has stressed it very strongly. 

The National Conference of the Communist Party, USA, held during the 
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m. INSTRUCTORS 


In order to carry out its educational program, the Communist 
Party, USA, has need for teachers who are thoroughly conversant with 
the Marxist classics, well-trained in Marxist-Leninist theory, completely 
familiar with the program and policies of the Party and capable of transmitting 
this knowledge to those attending Party schools. 

One Communist definition of good teaching is given as helping 
the students to master the elements of Marxism-Leninism, understand 
the role of the working class and the vanguard role of the Party, and 
fight for the correct line of the Party. Another definition points out that 
Marxist educators cannot let themselves teach knowledge for its own sake, 
but rather to provide students with factual and theoretical information tor 
participation in the "labor-progressive movement." 





















































IV. STUDY OUTLINES AND TEXTBOOKS 

A. Value of Communist Literature 

The Communist Party, USA, has always considered literature 

as one of the most potent methods of furthering its program and has stressed 

it accordingly. Therefore, in addition to the Marxist classics—the writings 

of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and others—the Communist Party in this 

country has issued a vast amount of Party literature in a variety of forms— 

books, pamphlets, leaflets, throwaways, newspapers, magazines, study 

outlines and guides. These are used for the education of Communists and 

Communist sympathizers, and as a means of attracting and acquainting 

non-Communists with Communist ideology. 

In September, 1952, one District of the Communist Party 

issued instructions to its functionaries to this effect: 

"A Mexican comrade once said that literature is of two types: 
literature that puts people to sleep, and literature that wakes 
them up. How true this is!... 

”If literature, then, is a powerful weapon, we must be 
experts in using it. Of course, it will not serve us if 
it lies idle on a shelf, nor will it be an effective weapon 
unless we are familiar with the special qualities of a 
particular book or pamphlet, unless we plan how, when and 
where it can best be used. It is our needs that must decide 
the question of what books, what pamphlets, and how many 
of each we should obtain; the number of forces we have, the 
type of work they are engaged in, the extent of our mass 
contacts. 

’’But it would not be enough to order what is needed. In 
connection with inner-Party writings, we must increase 
our ability to master Marxist-Leninist theory, to learn from 
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each other and to teach each other; in connection with 
our broader publications, we must increase our ability 
to place in the hands of the masses literature dealing 
with the problems that face them: the war danger, 
economic impoverishment, national oppression, etc., 
presented in non-technical language. Let us give direction 
to those our writings reach; let us reach more and more 
people with our writings....” 

B. Outlines 

The principal means of organizing educational classes, study 
groups, schools, and the self-study program, and utilizing party books, 
pamphlets and magazines, has been achieved through the use of study 
outlines or discussion guides. These outlines have been developed by the 
educational apparatus of the Communist Party, USA, from a national level 
down through the local level. They vary considerably in length ranging 
from several pages to thirty or more, and are generally mimeographed in 
character. These outlines or guides are used by the students not only as 
a guide in class discussion but in many cases as an aid to self-study. The 
use of certain outlines is restricted to discussion leaders only, and all 
outlines are limited to use within the Communist movement. 

Outlines are presented in various forms, often assuming the 
question-and-answer type, or the reverse, making a statement and asking 
a series of questions regarding it. In any case, each section of the outline 
is always followed by suggested reading giving specified pages which would 
indicate where the answers might be found. Frequently supplementary 



reading material is suggested with an additional bibliography given at the 
end of the outline. 


The content or subject matter of the outline varies with the 

subject to be studied and/or discussed. In connection with the review of 

the results of the National Conference of the Communist Party, USA, held 

during the Summer of 1953, a New York Party section issued an outline 

entitled "Discussion and Class Outline on National Conference, CPUSA, 

Issued October, 1953." On the cover of the outline it was stated: 

"This outline is to be used as an aid in the discussions 
of the National Conference of the Communist Party, USA. 
Such discussions are to be held in all clubs, sections and 
other Party bodies. 

"This outline can also be used as an aid for those who wish 
to do self-study on the National Conference deliberations. 

"It can also be used in classes and schools. 

"Everyone using this outline should read the four reports 
contained in two pamphlets. These reports are: T New 
Opportunities in the Fight for Peace and Democracy, ' 

'The Fight for United Labor Action, * ? The Next Steps 
in the Struggle for Negro Freedom, * ' Organizing the 
Party for Victory Over Reaction.' " 

This study outline consisted of six topics as follows: 


"I. 

TOPIC: 

The New Opportunities in the Fight for Peace 

"II. 

TOPIC: 

The Struggle Against McCarthyism, Including 
the Defense of Our Party's Democratic Rights 

"III. 

TOPIC: 

Independent Political Action and the Municipal /;' 



and 1954 Congressional Elections 

"nr. 

TOPIC: 

United Labor Action in Defense of the Economic 
Interests of the Workers 
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"V. TOPIC: The Next Steps in the Struggle for Negro Freedom 


"VI. TOPIC: The Problem of Party Organization and the 
Central Organizational Tasks." 

These topics were followed by related questions with the pages 
in the reading material indicating where the answers could be found. In 
addition to the pamphlets mentioned above, reference was made to the 
following reading material: 

"Resolution on the Situation Growing Out of the Presidential 

Elections," Political Affairs, July, 1953, pp. 8-11; 

The Economic Problems of Socialism in the USSR 

by Joseph Stalin; 

History of the Communist Party of the United States 

by William Z. Foster, pp, 266-67; 476-479; 

"Gear the Party for Its Great Tasks," Political Affairs, 

February, 1951; 

The United Front by George Dimitroff (section on cadres.) 

During 1953, the Communist Party in California prepared an 
inventory of educational material on hand which could be utilized in connection 
with their educational program. The following outlines were listed as being 
available for use: 

(1) Fundamentals of Marxism , issued by the State 
Committee of the Communist Party of California. 


(2) Marxist Institute Series , issued in Northern and 
Southern California in Spring and Summer of 1949. 

(3) New Members Outlines, issued by State Education 
Commission of the Communist Party of California. 
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(4) Outlines for full-time schools and classes on the 
Second Imperialist War and present-day tasks, 

Northern Southern Regional State Schools, social 
forces in American History 1600 to 1860, principles of 
Communism, State Training School outline, State 
Training School outline for workers from concentra¬ 
tion industries, State School for Small Counties, 
Northern California Student Training School, Out¬ 
line for Club Leadership Institute, Organizational 
Leadership, and Negro Liberation - self-study 
guide. 

(5) Study aids issued for use in California State Training 
Schools. 

(6) The Communist Party also indicated that the following 
new material would be available: 

(1) Discussions on white Chauvinism and Negro 
nationalism; 

(2) An outline on Zionism; 

(3) Outlines on May Day and Cinco De Mayo. 

The Communist Party of Wisconsin, in the latter part of 1953, 
was using as a study guide an outline entitled Study Guide on Marxism , 
Leninism and the Negro Question. This study guide was designed as a 
guide to self-study and group discussion on the Negro question and listed 
the following six general headings for self-studyr 

(1) The Two Aspects of the Negro People’s Movement. 

(2) The Nature of the Negro People’s Movement and 
Their Tasks within it. 

(3) The South and Our Tasks. 


(4) Hie Marxist-Leninist Solution to the Negro 
Question. 



(5) Hie Struggle of White Chauvinism — Hie Main 
Danger. 

(6) The Struggle Against Negro Nationalism. 

The study guide contained a list of suggested readings for the 
members to engage in prior to the group discussion of the problems 
involved. Among these were included the following: 

(1) Staling Thought Illuminates Problems of Negroes* 
Freedom Struggle by CHARLES P. MANN. 

(2) "White Chauvinism and Negro Bourgeois Nationalism" 
by SAMUEL T. HENDERSON, as published in Political 
Affairs — issues of December, 1952, and January, IS53 

(3) Marxism and the National Question by JOSEPH STALIN. 

(4) The Negro People in the Struggle for Peace and 
Freedom by DAVIS. 

(5) "New Developments in the Negro People’s Movement" 
by PRESTON, as published in Political Affairs, 
issue of February, 1952. 

(6) Negro Liberation by HARRY HAYWOOD. 

(7) "The South — The Nation’s Problem" by JOHN GATES, 
published in Political Affairs of September, 1948. 

During the month of July, 1954, Communist Party classes in 
Connecticut were using the following outline: 

(1) TOPIC: Developing Economic Crisis 


Recommended R eading: 

John Eaton, Political Economy 
Karl Marx, Value, Price and Profit 
Karl Marx, Wage-Labour and Capital 



'i-s 


( 2 ) 


( 3 ) 


TOPIC: Effect of General Crisis of Capitalism on the 
Developing Economic Crisis 

Recommended Reading: 

MniainZTr'oster, The Twilight of World 

Capita^*™ 

Joseph Stalin, Economk Problems of 

Socialism in the V. S. S. R. 
Joseph Stalin, Report to the WBT Congress 
of me 

TOPIC: Effect of the Developing Economic Crisis of 
the War Danger and McCarthyism 

Recommended Reading: 

Andrew Stevens, New Opportunities in the 

Fight for Peace and Democrac 


G. Dimitrov, United Front 

(4) TOPIC: What Can We Do to Lessen the Effects of 
Depression and Defeat the War Program. 

Recommended Reading: Same as above. 

In addition to these outlines, the Communist Party, USA, has 
utilized Political Affairs on occasions for presenting lengthy "Reader's 
Guides” to important documents in the Communist orbit. These are issued 
to facilitate and guide party members in the study of these works primarily 
in the field of self-study. While the reading material is for the most part 
drawn from the particular book involved, references are also included from 
other related Communist works. 

In June, 1953, Political Affairs published a thirty-one-page 
supplement entitled "Reader’s Guide to Stalin’s Economic Problems of 

Socialism in U. S. & R. 1 1 The introduction to this guide points out that, in 
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order to familiarize the reader with certain concepts contained in die book, 
it has listed special references and has also tried to provide American 
material on these questions, including a (dossary of terms. The guide 
divides the material into six topics and according to the introduction a 
minimum of two nights 1 study or its equivalent should be devoted to each 
of these topics. Additional time would be required, however, for study 
of the material listed under special topics. 

In order to get a general approach to this material, the guide 
suggested that the reader study three articles: ’’Stalin’s Method” by 
John Swift, Political Affairs, April, 1953; ’’Stalin and American Imperialism” 
by William Z. Foster, Political Affairs , February, 1953; ’’Window on the 
Future” by James S. Allen, Masses & Mainstream, December, 1952. 

In September, 1953, Political Affairs issued another thirty-one- 
page guide, this time on William Z. Foster’s History of the Communist Party 
of the United States . As has been previously pointed out, Foster’s History 
is regarded as one of the most important subjects of study by Party members 
during the past year and a half. ] a this case the outline was divided into 
eight topics including additionaleferences in order to clarify the material. 

It was oriented toward a six-to- eight-month course of study. A similar 
Header’s Guide was published in Political Affairs in March, 1954, on The 





C. TEXTBOOKS 


For the past several years and at present, the Communist 
Party, USA, has been using certain textbooks for its educational 
program including the Marxist "classics” of Marx, Engels, Lenin and 
Stalin, and those books and pamphlets prepared on Communism by American 
and non-American authors. Among those most commonly used are: 

Communist Literature of American Origin 


American Imperialism by Victor Perlo (book) 

American Trade Unionism by William Z. Foster (book) 

The American Way to Jobs, Peace, and Democracy (Draft Program of the 
Communist Party, USA.) This program has now been adopted and is 
published in a pamphlet called, The American Way to Jobs, Peace, 

Equal Rights and Democracy (pamphlet) 

The Communist Party and You by Betty Gannett (pamphlet) 

The Communist Trial: An American Cross Roads by George Marion (pamphlet] 
The Constitution of the Communist Party, U. S, A. (pamphlet) 

The History of the Communist Party of the United States by 
William Z. Foster (book) 

McCarthy, the Man & the Ism by Joseph Morton (pamphlet) 

The Nature of Capitalism by Anna Rochester (pamphlet) 

Negro Liberation by Harry Haywood (book) 

The Negro People in American History by William Z. Foster (book) 

Next Steps in the Struggle for Negro Freedom by Hugh Bradley (pamphlet) 

New Opportunities in the Fight for Peace and Democracy by Andrew 
Stevens (pamphlet) 

Organizing the Party for Victory Over Reaction by Alex Parker (pamphlet) 
Outline Political History of the Americas by William Z. Foster (book) 
Socialism, What’s In It For You by A. B. Magil (pamphlet) 

The Southern People’s Common Program for Democracy, Prosperity and 
Peace (pamphlet) 

Stalin’s Thought Illuminates Problems of Negro Freedom Struggle by 
Charles P. Mann (pamphlet) 

Steel Labor’s Road, published by the Communist Party, USA (pamphlet) 

The Twilight of World Capitalism by William Z. Foster (book) ^ 

Theory and Practice of the Communist Party, Marxist Study Series, -C % 
First Course, prepared by the National Education Department,:; d 
Communist Party, USA (pamphlet) v jy 
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The Volunteers by Steve Nelson (book) 

What Is Philosophy? by Howard Selsam (book) 


Communist Literature of Foreign Origin 

Anti-Duehring by Frederick Engels (book) 

The Communist Manifesto by Marx and Engels (pamphlet) 

Dialectical and Historical Materialism by Joseph Stalin (book) 

Economic Problems of Socialism in the U. S. S. R. by Joseph Stalin (pamphlet) 
For Peaceful Co-Existence by Joseph Stalin (pamphlet) 

Foundations of Leninism by Joseph Stalin (book) 

History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union by Joseph Stalin (book) 
How To Be A Good Communist by Liu Shao-chi (pamphlet) 

Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism by V. I. Lenin (book) 
"Left-Wing" Communism, An Infantile Disorder by V. I. Lenin (book) 
Marxism and the National Question by Joseph Stalin (book) 

Marxism and Linguistics by Joseph Stalin (book) 

On Contradiction by Mao Tse-tung (book) 

On Inner Party Struggle by Liu Shao-chi (pamphlet) 

On the Theory of Marxism by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin (book) 

The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State by 
Frederick Engels (book) 

Political Economy by John Eaton (book) 

The Poverty of Philosophy by KarLMarx (book) 

Report to the Nineteenth Party Congress on the Work of the Central 

Committee of the C. P. S. U. (B) by Georgi Malenkov (pamphlet) 

Sin and Science by Dyson Carter (book) 

Socialism, Utopian and Scientific by Frederick Engels (book) 

Joseph Stalin, A Political Biography by the Marx-Engels-Lenin Institute (book) 
State and Revolution by V. I. Lenin (book) 

The Teaching of Karl Marx by V. I. Lenin (book) 

The Two Tactics of Social-Democracy in the Democratic Revolution by 
V. I. Lenin (book) 

The United Front by Georgi Dimitroff (book) 

Value, Price and Profit by Karl Marx (book) 

Wage-Labour and Capital by Karl Marx (book) 

What Is To Be Done? by V. I. Lenin (book) 

During 1953 and 1954, the Communist Party, USA, has been 

concentrating on a nation-wide scale on the study of William Z. Foster’s 

History of the Communist Party of the United States , and the main political 








|@5P 






'ht :• 1 


mm 










decisions and tasks of the Communist Party. Hie latter are contained in 
three booklets issued by the Party entitled Next Steps in the Struggle fcr 
Negro Freedom by Hugh Bradley, New Opportunities in the Fight for Peace 
and Democracy by Andrew Stevens, and Organizing the Party for Victory 
Over Reaction by Alex Parker. These pamphlets contain the results of the 
National Conference of the Communist Party, USA, held during the summer of 
1953. Another pamphlet of this nature covers the draft program of the 
Communist Party, USA, entitled The American Way to Jobs, Peace and 
Democracy , which the Party proposed to circulate to the extent of one 
million copies. This draft program was ratified by the National Election 
Conference of the Communist Party held in August, 1954, and is now being 
circulated in a booklet, The American Way to Jobs, Peace, Equal Rights 
and Democracy. 

In addition to these, Party members receive much of their 
instruction through the Party press organs— Political Affairs, The Worker, 
the Daily Worker, Daily Peopled World, Masses & Mainstream, March of 
Labor, Freedom , and others. Another newspaper frequently used is For a 
Lasting Peace, for A People y s Democracy!, the weekly organ of the Communist 
Information Bureau. Political Affairs, in particular, as the monthly theoretical 
organ of the Party, carries reports of Party conferences and conventions, 
and articles containing the Party line on current events. In many cases 


these articles are subsequently reprinted in pamphlet form. 
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for the Party. They (1) propagandize—explain Communist Party ideas 


to the masses; (2) agitate—create discontent with the present capitalist 
system; (3) organize—bind people together in groups which work for the 
Party program; (4) recruit—obtain new members for the Party; (5) indoctri¬ 
nate—indoctrinate Party members and non-Party members with Communist 
ideology; (6) politicalize—arouse the political consciousness of workers; 

(7) guide—set forth and interpret the Party line on current events; (8) mobilize— 
mobilize its members for action. 

The Communist International of November 1, 1933, contained an 
article entitled 1 ’Review of the 'Daily Worker;* USA, 11 which reflected 
just how essential the press and literature are in Communist activity: 

"In all its work the paper must remember that all 
information must serve for education and organizing 
the masses and the Party itself; for that reason it 
cannot limit itself to giving information, but must 
carry on, on the basis of information, explanatory 
work, a fight for the line of the Party; must agitate 
for the Party’s slogans, organise the workers, 
pointing out what the workers should do and how they 
should do it in their struggle, in work in the trade 
unions, etc., bringing the workers to an understanding 
of the main questions of the C. P^s tactics and the 
main tasks in the fight for the dictatorship of the 
proletariat." * 


"Review of the Daily Worker', USA.," Communist International , 
November i, 1933, p. 739. 
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